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Vision:    

 

A county with high qual ity of life . 

 

Mission:  

 

To provide quality and sustainable services to the residents of Samburu County equitably, efficiently and 

effectively, in a secure and productive environment for improved living standards. 

 

Guiding principles:  

 

Accountability and transparency 

Equity and fairness 

Innovativeness 

Integrity 

People-centred 

Professionalism 

Team spirit 
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FOREWORD 

 

Kenyaõs Constitution 2010 brought in far-reaching changes in the way that government operates and 

relates to its citizens, with a view to making it more fair, efficient, transparent and accountable. The 

constitution envisages that County Governments shall spearhead development at the County level with 

a view to bridging the developmental disparities. The citizens expect improved service delivery and a 

governance system that values and promotes their aspirations for efficient and effective service delivery. 

The County Integrated Development Plan (2018-2022) was prepared in accordance with Articles 220(2) 

of the Constitution.  

As the Governor, I am fully aware of the many challenges and realizes that public funds alone will not 

be sufficient and therefore private sector, Partnersõ Participation in the building of County will be 

paramount. In recognition of the interdependence of the roles of the various actors in providing services 

to the citizen and bearing in mind the scarcity of the resources that are available, we are spearheading 

the formulation of policies and strategies under the CIDP Program 2018-2022 geared towards achieving 

high quality of life.  

It is for this reason that the County has developed policies and benchmarks to ensure that the 

transformative agenda is sustainable and achievable. To achieve this, the County will make better use of 

the available resources including those from the National Government and Development Partners to 

provide infrastructural development.  

Lessons learnt from the previous CIDP 2013-2017, have helped in formulating and prioritizing the 

programs in the second five-year development plan for Samburu County that will be implemented in a 

timely, coherent, and integrated manner. In addition to soliciting support from the private sector to 

build County, there is need for all leaders to be effectively engaged in the development of Samburu. In 

this regard, a leadership forum will ensure synergy on the use of available resources both from the 

National Government, County government and any other funds to avoid overlapping and duplication. 

The involvement of the religious leaders will promote the spiritual, social and general wellbeing of the 

people and ensure value for money and transparency in the implementation of projects and programs 

and a buy-in of the Plan from the wider public.  

The programs, policies and strategies under the 2
nd

 generation CIDP are geared towards ensuring the 

realization of a sustainable and transformative agenda. This plan outlines Samburuõs development 

priorities over a five -year horizon; 2018-2022 and reflects the strategic midterm priorities with specific 

goals and objectives, costed implementation plans, provisions for monitoring and evaluation and clear 

reporting mechanisms. It includes information on investments, projects, development initiatives, maps, 

statistics and a resource mobilization framework. It is the shopping window for available investment 

opportunities in the County.  
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The Plan encapsulates my manifesto in three pillars: food security, affordable and access to health 

services, access to education articulated during the election campaign and incorporates fully the 

aspirations of citizen expressed during the participatory consultations held throughout the wards. It 

reflects the priorities set out in Kenyaõs Vision 2030, the Medium-Term Plan Three (MTPIII) for the 

period 2018-2022, the Jubilee Manifesto, the Sustainable Development Goals, the AU Agenda 2063 and 

other policy documents and national commitments. The plan has internalized President Kenyattaõs Four 

Pillar Agenda for the second term which is anchored on enhancing and accelerating food security, 

manufacturing, affordable health care and affordable housing. 

Samburu County is a County that requires fast tracking of development through appropriate value 

addition programs and initiatives including agri-processing, to attract and lock-in investment, access to 

affordable finance, and promotion of SMEs especially those for youth and women. In this context, it has 

identified projects that have the greatest impact on the development of the county. 

Going forward the plan will be the guiding document for the implementation of the priority programmes 

and related activities. Priorities set out in the Plan should be implemented and evaluated periodically to 

ensure that projects are undertaken and completed on time and on budget. Community involvement at 

all stages of the project cycle has been internalized to enhance ownership, accountability and 

sustainability of projects. Additionally, the separation between political interests and county strategic 

directions as stipulated in the County Government Act (2012), should be the guiding principle to ensure 

that there is a clear separation of powers between the Legislature and the Executive. 

The CIDP is my contract with the people of Samburu who voted for me overwhelmingly for   the second 

term to run the affairs of the County for the next five years (2018 -2022). I appeal to all friends in the 

County to support these initiatives to uplift the livelihoods and wellbeing of Samburu people.  

 

 

 

H.E. MOSES LENOLKULAL, 

GOVERNOR, SAMBURU COUNTY 
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sub county administrators for the role that they played in sensitizing the community and linking them to 

priority programmes and projects. 

The Ministry of Devolution and Planning played a key role by preparing the guidelines and County 

Development Profiles that have been instrumental in the preparation of this Plan. 

To all those who were involved, we salute you as we acknowledge that the greater challenge lies in the 

actual implementation of this Plan. We call on you to continue with the same support as we deliver the 

programs and projects documented herein, aimed at transforming our County. 

Given the foresight, firm commitment and leadership of H.E. the Governor and Deputy Governor I am 

convinced that we shall achieve this objective. 

 

 

HON. JONATHAN LEISEN 

CECM-FINANCE, ECONOMIC PLANNING AND ICT 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

In accordance with Article 220(2) of the Constitution, the structure of the County Integrated 

Development Plan is prescribed by the County Government Act 2012. 

Chapter One: Therefore, provides an overview of the socio-economic, infrastructural, ecological and 

environmental information of the County. This includes a description of the County in terms of its 

location, size, physiographic and natural conditions, demographic profiles as well as the administrative 

and political uni ts. In addition, it provides information on infrastructure and access; land and land use; 

community organizations/non -state actors; crop, livestock and fish production; forestry and agro 

forestry; environment and climate change; mining; tourism; industries; employment and other sources 

of income; water and sanitation; health access and nutrition; Education and literacy; Trade; energy; 

housing; transport and communication; community development and Social Welfare. 

Chapter Two: Provides the linkages of CIDP with the Kenya Vision 2030, Medium Term Plans, 

Constitution of Kenya and other development plans. The priorities contained in the third Medium Term 

Plan (MTPIII) of the Kenya Vision 2030 are considered and aligned with the goals and priorities in the 

CIDP. The status of implementation of the Sustainable Development goals and the African Union Agenda 

2063 in the county is also articulated.  

Chapter Three: Presents a review of the first CIDP (2013-2017), highlighting the challenges, achievements, 

and emerging issues that were realized. It includes an analysis of performance on revenue expenditure 

versus the actual allocations and draws appropriate conclusions.  

Chapter Four: Contains a spatial depiction of social and economic projects and programs in the county 

setting out objectives of the county in a spatial form indicating the land use patterns, the spatial 

reconstruction of the county, guidance to the location of the projects, basic guidelines for land use, the 

environmental impact assessment of projects, public and private development areas for towns.  

It also highlights the priority areas that the County Government will focus on and identifies the strategies, 

programmes and projects as identified by stakeholders in the county during the public participation. 

Flagship projects in the various sectors have been identified to propel the County economy to meet the 

aspirations of citizens in transforming the development of County. 

Chapter Five: Outlines the institutional framework and organizational flow for the C ounty government 

responsible for the actualization of the Plan, resource requirements and mobilization. The responsibility 

of different institutions in the county and the roles that they will play in implementing the CIDP is 

summarized in this chapter.  

Chapter Six: Specifies verifiable indicators, data collection, analysis and reporting that will be used to 

monitor projects and programs and sets medium term milestones for impact assessment. The monitoring 

and evaluation framework that will be used at the C ounty level to track progress on implementation of 

projects and programmes is discussed under this section. Annex I pulls out the indicators that will be 

monitored and evaluated. 
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Process of CIDP 2018-2022 development 

The development of this CIDP was greatly aided by the by the guidelines issued to Counties by the 

Ministry of Devolution and Planning. The County Government also came up with a secretariat which 

was made up of representatives from all the sectors and this Secretariat came up with the roadmap which 

was followed. The sectors drafted the drafts on status of implementation of the previous CIDP 2013-

2017. Public participations forums were carried out at the Village level and inputs from these meetings 

were captured in the drafts. A meeting with othe r County leaders/professionals was held in Nairobi and 

their views were incorporated in the draft.  The sector working group representatives later incorporated 

the views of the County Assembly Members (MCAs) and the draft was validated by the public 

representatives and moved to the cabinet before being tabled the County Assembly for discussion. The 

draft was adopted with amendments on the 17
th
 May 2017. 

CIDP Funding 

The proposed projects in the CIDP include the proposals for the next five years and the flagships projects 

which are projects which are transformative and high value. These projects attract huge amounts of 

money. The total cost of the CIDP 2018-2022 is KES 44 Billion but the expected funding from national 

government and own revenue is KES 28 Billion the deficit is expected to be bridged by the various 

development partners. The County appeals to the development partners to come on board to assist in 

funding development projects in the county.  
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ACRONYMS AND ABRREVIATIONS  

AFC:  Agricultural Finance Corporation 

AGRI.:  Agriculture 

AMREF:  African medical research foundation 

ARD:   Agriculture and rural development  

ART:  Anti retroviral drugs  

ASAL:  Arid and semi-arid lands 

ASDSP:  Agricultural sector development support programme 

CA:  County assembly 

CA-PSB:  County assembly ð public service board 

CDF:  Constituency development fund  

CDPO:  County development planning officer  

CDSD:  Cooperative development services department 

CEC:  County executive committee 

CG:  County government 

CIDP:  County integrated development plan  

CLMC:  County livestock marketing council 

CRA:  Commission of revenue allocation  

CSO:  Civil society organization 

DCM:  Drought cycle management 

DCS:  Department of culture services 

DFIS.:  Fisheries department 

DIPC:  Livestock dip committee 

DLP:  Department of livestock production  

DOA:  Department of agriculture 

DOT:  Department of trade 

DSS:  Department of social services 

DTW:  Department of tourism and wildlife  

ECDE:  Early childhood development education 

EFA:  Education for all  

EIA:  Environment impact assessment  

EPWH:  Environmental protection, water and housing  

EVD:  Environment department 

FGM:  Female genital mutilation 

FI:  Financial institution 

FISH.:  Fisheries 

FY:  Financial year 

GJLOS:   Governance, justice, law & order  

HSD:  Housing department 

ICT:  Information communication technology  

IDPs:  Internally displaced persons  

IEBC:  Independent electoral and boundaries commission 

IFMIS:  Integrated financial management systems  
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IMR:  Infant mortality rate  

KDHS:  Kenya demographic and health survey 

KNBS:  Kenya national bureau of statistics 

KNCCI:  Kenya national chamber of commerce and industry  

KWS:  Kenya wildlife service 

L/STK.:  Livestock 

LAPSSET:  Lamu Port-South Sudan-Ethiopia transport corridor  

LATF:  Local authority transfer fund 

MAWASCO: Maralal water services company 

MCA:  Member of county assembly 

MDG:  Millennium development goals  

MIKE:  Monitoring illegal killing of elephants  

MOE:   Ministry of education  

MOF:   Ministry of finance  

MOYS:  Ministry of yout h and sports 

MTP:  Medium term plan  

NDMA:   National drought management authority  

NEMA:  National environmental authority  

NG:  National government  

NGO:   Non-governmental organization 

NIB:  National irrigation board  

NLC:  National land commission 

NMK:   Njaa marufuku Kenya 

NNMR:   Net neo-mortality rate  

NRT:  Northern rangeland trust 

NWSB:  Northern water services board 

OVC:  Orphan and vulnerable children  

PAIR:  Public administration & international relations  

PCD:  Procurement department 

PMTCT:  Prevention of mother child transmission  

PPD:  Physical planning department 

PWD:  Public works department 

RBMS:  Result-based management system 

SAIDIA:  Samburu aid in Africa 

SCG:  Samburu county government 

SID:  Society for international development 

SPCR:  Social protection, culture and recreation  

SVD:  Survey department 

TSC:  Teachers service commission  

USAID:  United States agency for international development 

VCT:  Voluntarily and counseling centre 

WFP:  World food programme  

YEDF:  Youth enterprise development fund
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CHAPTER ONE:COUNTY GENERAL INFORMATION 
1.0 County Overview  

This chapter gives the background information on the socio-economic and infrastructural 

information that have a bearing on the socio-economic development of Samburu County. 

The chapter describes the County in terms of location, size, physiographic and natural 

conditions, demography, administrative and political units. In addition, chapter provides 

information on infrastructure and access; land and land use; community 

organizations/non-state actors; crop, livestock and fish production; forestry, environment 

and climate change; mining; tourism; employment and other sources of income; water and 

sanitation; health access and nutrition, education and literacy, trade, energy, housing, 

transport and communication, community development and social welfare. Additional 

factsheets information is provided in the Annex section of this document. 

1.1 County Position and Size 

Samburu County (0
0
30õ ð 2

0
45õN and 36

0
15õ ð 38

0
10õE) is within the northern parts of 

Great Rift Valley in Kenya (Figure 1). The County lies within ASAL region covering an area 

of 21,022 square kilometers, and is bordered by the following Counties Turkana 

(Northwest), Baringo (Southwest), Marsabit (Northeast), Isiolo (East) and Laikipia (South). 

The County is a member of North Rift Economic Block (NOREB). Eighty percent is 

pastoralistsõ economic livelihoods. 

Figure 1: Location of Samburu County in Kenya 
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1.2 Physiographic and Natural Conditions 

Land forms features such as mountains and hills determine the topography of an area influencing the 

type of development and the economic activities to be undertaken. 

1.2.1 Physical and Topographic features 

Altitude:  The County falls on the northern interface between highlands and lowlands. To extreme 

west is Suguta Valley which is bounded on both sides by fault escarpments and floored by red clays, 

boulders and gravel fans. In the East of Suguta Valley, the County is characterized by repeated 

extensive high level plateaus which have been built by repeated floods of lava from the Rift valley. 

The highest parts of these plateaus are the Kirisia Hill, rising to 2000m above sea level. 

In the North of Baragoi - Tuum and South ðHorr axis, the area rises to Mount Nyiro tapers northwards 

and falls steeply southwards. South and west of Mount Nyiro are peneplains which have been eroded 

to plains of lower levels ranging from 1000-1,350 m above sea level. These are noticeable at Kawap 

and the area between Lodungokwe and Wamba continuing eastwards and southwards. These plains 

are covered by red soils and sands derived from the adjacent slopes by sheet erosion. East of the 

central plains are the Mathew Ranges and the Ndoto mountains forming discontinuous ranges tending 

towards north -south of the eastern side of the county. Apart from the Lorroki plateau and the 

mountain ranges of Nyiro and Mathews, the rest of the County is a continuous basin which slopes 

northwards to Lake Turkana and east of Mathew Ranges. The high altitude of the plateau and the 

mountain ranges has resulted in indigenous forests which are all gazetted and preserved for rain 

catchments. 

Soils and Geology: In the western parts of the county, the soil is mostly Sandy loam soils. Kirisia area 

has sandy loam and sandy clay soils, which are lithosol (shallow stony soils) and cambisols. In the 

areas covered by lithosols water run-off is common and erosion quite prevalent. Just as Kiriasia, 

Lorroki has loam soils as the dominant one. These soils are mostly well-drained phaezems. However, 

some parts of it is covered by shallow lithosols, including the surrounding of Suguta Marmar where 

the risk of flooding is classified as medium. The lithic phase of the soils encourages run-off during 

periods of high precipitation.  
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In the northern part of the Cou nty consisting of Baragoi and Nyiro areas, the predominant soil covers 

are bouldery cambisols and lithosol. The soils are particularly more stoney and rocky on the southern 

slopes of Mt Nyiro and Ndoto mountains. These soils are shallow and have a lithic (stoney) phase, a 

characteristic that makes the soils prone to run off. On the eastern side that include Wamba and Waso 

areas, is significantly covered by weakly developed soils, mostly sandy and low in organic matter and 

in some places in Waso Division the soils are saline and sodic (mostly cambisols and solonetz). 

Drainage Pattern: The physiography of the region influences the drainage pattern. The County fall in 

drainage areas number two (Kerio Valley) and number five (Ewaso Nyiro). Main water sources in the 

county constitute surface and ground water. The Ewaso Ngôiro River flows northwards about 30 km, 

then changes the direction to flow easttwards. After turning sharply east through the gap between the 

Mukogodo hills in the south and the Karissa hills in the north, the river flows through a 70m deep 

gorge for about 60 km in Barselinga. There are several seasonal riverbeds or "laggas" which during 

rainy seasons are filled with runoff water, making roads impassable and often leaving the area cut-off 

from the  rest of the country.  

1.2.2 Ecological conditions 

Ecological Zones: More than 75% of the land in Samburu County classified as ôlow-potentialõ 

rangeland, receiving between (250 ð 600 mm) of rain annually. Only 140,900 hectares (7 % of the 

land area) is medium-to-high-potential land that is suitable for agricultural production receiving (600 -

900 mm) of rain per year. Samburu County has diverse agro-ecological zones that include Upper 

Highland Zones (UH), Lower Highland Zones (LH), Upper Midlands Zones (UM), Lower Midland 

Zones (LM) and Inner Low Land Zones (IL).  
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Figure 2 Summary of Agro-Ecological Zones 

 ZONE SIZE (HA)  

 

POTENTIAL REMARKS 

1.  Lower Highlands(LH 2-3) 1352.9 km
2
 Wheat, Maize, beans, dairy cattle and sheep 

Pyrethrum can be grown 

2.  Lower Highlands (LH 4-5) 1862.2km
2
 

 

Barley, maize, beans, Cattle sheep Coffee can be 

grown 

3.  Upper midlands (UM 3 -6)- 2218.5km
2
 Maize, beans, cowpeas, green grams, cattle, sheep, 

goats Coffee and sunflower 

4.  Lower midlands (LM 6-7)- 13736.0km
2
 Sorghum, millet, cowpeas, green grams, beans, 

cattle, sheep, goats and camels Ranches 

5.  Intermediate Lowlands (IL) 1956.9km
2
 Nomadic zones 

 

Upper Highland zone covers an altitude of between 2,150 m to 2,600 m above sea level and receives 

an annual average rainfall of 900 mm to 1,000 mm. Temperatures range from 15.5
0
 C to 19

0
 C. The 

zone is suitable for Sheep, dairy cattle rearing as well as wheat and barley and forestry farming. UH 2 

m I vs/s are suitable for wheat and pyrethrum production. However, most of t his zone is very small, 

steep and found in forest reserve. The areas hosting such zone include Amaya in Suguta Marmar, parts 

of Losuuk, Poro and foot of mountain ranges in the County. This zone covers an altitude of 1,800 m 

to 1,980 m above sea level and receives an annual average rainfall of 750 mm. Temperature varies 

between14.80 C and 17.50C. The dominant land use practices are agriculture and the dormant crops 

are maize and sorghum cultivation and also livestock keeping. LH 3, LH 4 and LH 5 which are wheat-

maize-barley, cattle-sheep-barley and Lower Highland Ranching zone are found in Losuuk/Poro, 

Poro/Maralal and Maralal/Lodokejek wards respectively.  

Lower midlands cover an altitude of below 1,300 m above sea level and have an annual rainfall of 

720 mm and annual mean temperatures ranging from 22oC to 27oC. Sorghum, millet, and livestock 

farming are supported. LM 6 and LM 7 are lower midland ranching zones manifest itself in wards such 

as Nachola, Baawa, Wamba, Elbarta and in the foot of Mathew, Ndoto a nd Nyiro Ranges.  

Low land zones comprise of an altitude of 600 m and 1,450 m above sea levels and an annual rainfall 

of below 700 mm with annual mean temperatures of between 30
oc

 and 33
oc

. The zone is mainly used 
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as grazing fields for wildlife and livestock.IL7 are mostly evident in the Lake Turkana Basin and Eastern 

part that consists of Kauro and Sero levi. 

1.2.3 Climatic conditions 

Rainfall: The County Experiences Tropical climatic conditions. The driest months are January and 

February. The long rainy season falls in the months of March, April and May.  The elevation and 

orientation of the major topographic features such as Mathew ranges and Ndoto hills influences 

rainfall distribution. Apart from South Horr and Wamba areas, short rains occur during the months of 

July and August, sometimes extending into September. At Wamba and South Horr areas, the short 

rainy season is usually delayed and occurs in October and November and sometimes extends into 

December. The southwest plains and the Lorroki Plateau receive between 500 mm and 700 mm of 

rain annually. The Nyiro and Ndoto Mountains and Matthews range receive the highest amount of 

rainfall between 750 mm and 1250 mm per annum. The central basin and the plains east of the 

Matthews Range are the driest parts of the county with annual rainfall of between 250 mm and 

500mm. 

Temperature: Annually, the county has annual mean temperature of 290c with the maximum range 

being 330c and minimum of 240c. The central plains and the region east of the Matthews Range have 

the highest temperatures while the highland belts in the North Eastern side of Lorroki Plateau are 

cooler. 
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1.3 Administrative and political units 

1.3.1 Administrative Subdivision (Sub counties, Wards, Villages) 

Samburu County is administratively divided into three sub-counties, 15 wards and 108 villages (Table 

1). 

Table 1: Samburu County administrative units 

SUB-COUNTY  WARD AREA (KM²)  VILLAGES 

Samburu West Lodokejek 

Suguta Marmar 

Maralal 

Loosuk 

Poro 

3937.3 33 

Samburu East Waso 

Wamba West 

Wamba East 

Wamba North  

10049.7 29 

Samburu North El Barta 

Nachola 

Ndoto  

Nyiro  

Angata Nanyokie 

Baawa 

7035.1 46 

Total  21,022.10 108 

Source: County Government of Samburu, Adm, 2018 
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Figure 3: County administrative and Poli tical units 

 

 

Samburu County is administratively divided into three sub-counties and 15 wards. 
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Table 2 County Electoral Wards by Constituency 

SUB-COUNTY  WARD VILLAGES AREA (KM²)  

Samburu West Lodokejek 

Suguta Marmar 

Maralal 

Loosuk 

Poro 

Maralal Town, Lpartuk, Lkuroto, Ngari, Shabaa, 

Milimani, Ledero Lodo Kejek, NonKeek Longaitolia, 

Lmisigiyoi, Mbaringon Tinga, Malaso, Loosuk, Pura 

Mugur, Seketet, Siambu, Malaso Logorate, S/Marmar, 

Lolmolok Kirimon, Garma, Mugur,Amaiya, Longeiwan,  

Nasurirata Oirobi, Lmisigiyoi, Nkeju Emuny 

3937.3 

 

Samburu East Waso 

Wamba West 

Wamba East 

Wamba North  

Wamba, Matakwani Nkaroni, Resim, 

Silango/Nanyokie Lengei, Sessia, Lpus, Ltirim 

Lkisin, Gogoltim Lpashie, Koiting Raraiti, 

Lorrok/onyokie, Marmaroi,  Swari Ngilai Central 

NkareNarok NgutukEng'iron, LpusLeluai, Lengusaka, 

Remote Sereolipi, Ndonyo Wasin Laresoro, Lerata, 

Archer's, Losesia 

 

10,049.7 

Samburu North El Barta 

Nachola 

Ndoto  

Nyiro  

Angata Nanyokie 

Baawa 

Mabati, Opiroi, Lorrok Lulu, Sioit Naibor , Barsaloi 

Bendera, Baragoi, Naling'ang'or Masikita, Ngilai 

Lesirikan, Seren, Loodua Nachola, Terter, Nakuparat 

Kalele, Lokorkor, Moruakiring, Suyan, Marti  

Latakweny, Loikumkum South Horr, Lonjorin  

Waso-rongai, Lkotikal, Simale,Lonyangaten, Losurkoi, 

Nakweei ,Parkati, Lkayo,Tuum, Ejuk,Arsim, Illaut, 

Nguronit  

7,035.1 

Total   21,022.10 

Source: County Government of Samburu, Adm. 2018 
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Table 3: Area by Sub-county and ward  

County Government Administrative Structure 

Sub-county No.  of 

wards 

Ward  Area (KM
2
) Villages 

Samburu West 5 Lodokejek  464.64 Maralal Town, Lpartuk, Lkuroto, Ngari, Shabaa, 

Milimani, Ledero  

Lodo Kejek, NonKeek 

Longaitolia, Lmisigiyoi, Mbaringon 

Tinga, Malaso, Loosuk, Pura 

Mugur, Seketet, Siambu, Malaso 

Logorate, S/Marmar, Lolmolok  

Kirimon, Garma, Mugur  

Amaiya, Longeiwan, Nasur 

Sirata Oirobi, Lmisigiyoi, Nkeju Emuny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suguta Marmar 559.03 

Maralal  221.60 

Losuuk  490.80 

Porro  559.50 

  

Total  2295.55  

Samburu North 6 Elbarta  1022.47 Mabati, Opiroi, Lorrok  

Lulu, Sioit Naibor, Barsaloi Bendera, Baragoi, 

Naling'ang'or 

Masikita, Ngilai 

Lesirikan, Seren, Loodua 

Nachola, Terter, Nakuparat 

 

Nachola  2179.08 

Ndoto  2058.61 

Nyiro  1775.04 

Angata nanyukie 569.64 

Baawa 1072.22 
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  Kalele, Lokorkor, Moruakiring  

Suyan, Marti 

Latakweny, Loikumkum 

South Horr, Lonjorin  

Waso-rongai, Lkotikal, Simale 

Lonyangaten, Losurkoi, Nakweei 

Parkati, Lkayo 

Tuum, Ejuk 

Arsim, Illaut, Nguronit  

 

 

 

 

Total  8677.06  

Samburu East 4 Waso  4950.45 Wamba, Matakwani  

Nkaroni, Resim, Silango/Nanyokie 

Lengei, Sessia, Lpus, Ltirim 

Lkisin, Gogoltim 

Lpashie, Koiting 

Raraiti, Lorrok/onyokie, Marmaroi, Swari  

Ngilai Central 

NkareNarok 

NgutukEng'iron, LpusLeluai, Lengusaka, Remote 

Sereolipi 

NdonyoWasin  

Laresoro, Lerata, Archer's, Losesia 

 

 

Wamba West 1427.82 

Wamba East 1377.48 

Wamba North  2293.92 

  

Total  10049.66 

Grand Total 21,022.27 

  

 

Table 4: Area by Sub-county and Ward-National Government  

National Government Administr ative Structure 

Sub-county Division  Area (km
2
) No. of Locations No. of Sub-locations 

Samburu Central Lorroki 1,399.30 6 17 

Kirisia 1,237.70 5 18 

Malasso 1,300.30 3 11 
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1.5 Demographic Features  

An understanding of demographic characteristics for Samburu County is important in the 

development planning process. Population features are key determinants of labour force, 

the degree of resource exploitation and allocation as well as utilization of social amenities 

facilities. The knowledge of these variables facilitates decisions to target the provision of 

essential services. 

 

1.5.1  Population size and composition 

According to the 2009 Population and Housing Census, the population of Samburu County 

was 223,947. Given a population growth rate of 4.45 percent per annum, as opposed to 

the national growth rate of 3 percent, the County population is projected to increase to 

399,378 by 2022 and 456,418 by 2025. These changes represent about 25% population 

rise between 2017 and 2022.This increase is significant and calls for commensurate 

expansion of basic amenities in the County. Furthermore, there is need to increase 

investment in economic activities in order to make the county self-reliant in food security 

and creation of employment opportunities. Table 2 presents population projections by age 

cohort in the period 2017 - 2022 based on the 2009 census. From Table 2, itõs evident 

that the County has a youthful population with over 80 percent of the population bein g 

below 35 years of age in 2009. 

Total  3,937.3 14 46 

Samburu East Wamba 4,670.80  8 19 

 Waso 5,378.90 4 10 

Total  10,049.7 12 29 

Samburu North Baragoi 4,024.40  7 17 

 Nyiro  3,010.70 6 16 

Total  7,035.1 13 33 

Grand total   21, 022, 10 39 108 

Source: Administration Dept 2018. 

1.4 Political units (Constituencies and Wards) 

Table 5:Countyõs Electoral Wards by Constituency 

SUB-COUNTY  WARD 

Samburu West Lodokejek,Suguta Marmar,Maralal,Loosuk,Poro 

Samburu East Waso,Wamba West,Wamba East,Wamba North 

Samburu North El Barta,Nachola,Ndoto,Nyiro,Angata Nanyokie,Baawa 

IEBC 2018 
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Similar patterns of projected population size are evident when the population is grouped 

according to age sets (Table 3). The age groups include infants, under 5, primary school 

going age (6-13 years), secondary school going age (14-17years), the Youth (15-29 years), 

the Female reproductive age (15-49), the labour force (15-64 years) and the aged 

population. These age groups influence in the socio-economic development of the County 

as they reveal the dependency ratio which can inform the socio economic and physical 

infrastructure investment decisions in the County. 

 

Pre- school going age (Under 5 years): The population in this age category is expected to 

increase from 72,762 in 2017 to 95,031 in 2022 representing a 31 percent increase. This 

age group is important in making decisions on Early Childhood Development Education 

Programmes (ECDE) which provide a foundation for the childôs cognitive, psychological, 

moral and emotional development. ECDE is also important in accelerating the attainment 

of Education for All (EFA) policy. The high growth rate in this age group calls for scaling 

up of the ECDE centresõ establishments. 

 

Primary school going age (6-13 years): The population under this category is expected to 

increase from 80,893 to 105,649 between 2017 and 2022. This age cohort is significant in 

that it gives a picture of the number of pupils who are supposed to be in school. There has 

been a remarkable progress in access to primary education in the county due to the 

introduction of Free Primary Education. 

 

Secondary school going age (14-17 years): The number of secondary school age children in 

the County is projected to rise from 29,814 in 2017 to 37,244 in 2022 representing a 25% 

percent increase. There is urgent need for expansion of secondary schools and 

establishment of vocational institutions to cater for those who cannot secure a place in the 

few available secondary schools. 

 

Female reproductive age (15-49 years): In 2017 the population under this age group was 

estimated at 65,723 and is expected to rise to 82,101 by 2022. The proportion of this 

group as a percent of the total population will however remain constant at 21% over the 

period. Considering the Countyôs Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 6.3 percent, the reproductive 

age group has the potential to contribute to rapid population growth (KDHS 2014). 

However, at the moment, the Countyôs population is quite low going by the absolute 

figures and population density. Thus, emphasis should be given to improving the quality 

of living standards of the population.  

 

Labour force (15-64 years): The Population and Housing Census of 2009 indicate that 

103,987 people were in the labour force age category. This is projected to rise to 185,446 

by 2022. More resources will therefore need to be channeled to investments that will 

create more employment opportunities. This also implies that in the short-term, the County 
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will still depend on outside sources for skilled labour until the County improves its skilled 

human resource through interventions such as vocational and other trainings. 

 

Urban population: According to urban areas and cities Act 2011 only Maralal town qualifies 

as an urban centre in the County. As indicated in Table 4, urban population in the County 

was 38,373 in 2009 and is projected to increase to 68,433 by 2022. Maralal town is 

expected to register the highest number of people of 22,169 while Suguta Marmar 7,442 

will have the least population among the urban areas in the County. 
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Table 6: Population projections by Age Cohorts 

Age 
Cohort
s 

2009 Census 

              

  2017 2020 2022 2025 

 M  F T T  M  F T  M  F T  M  F T  M  F T 

0-4 
21,2

11 
21,1

03 
42,1

4 
 

      
30,
281  

         
30,127  

         
60,408  

         
34,606  

         
34,430  

         
69,035  

         
37,82
7  

         
37,634  

         
75,461  

               
21,213  

               
43,009  

               
86,239  

5--9 
19,3

66 
18,7

78 
38,1
44 

 

      
27,
647  

         
26,808  

         
54,455  

         
31,596  

         
30,636  

         
62,232  

         
34,53
7  

         
33,488  

         
68,025  

               
19,368  

               
38,271  

               
77,740  

10--14 
17,0

27 
15,7

31 
32,7
58 

 

      
24,
308  

         
22,458  

         
46,766  

         
27,780  

         
25,665  

         
53,445  

         
30,36
5  

         
28,054  

         
58,419  

               
17,029  

               
32,061  

               
66,763  

15-19 
13,4

95 
11,5

99 
25,0
94 

 

      
19,
266  

         
16,559  

         
35,824  

         
22,017  

         
18,924  

         
40,941  

         
24,06
6  

         
20,685  

         
44,752  

               
13,497  

               
23,639  

               
51,143  

20-24 
9,55

1 
10,4

80 
20,0
31 

 

      
13,
635  

         
14,961  

         
28,596  

         
15,582  

         
17,098  

         
32,681  

         
17,03
3  

         
18,690  

         
35,723  

                
9,553  

               
21,359  

               
40,824  

25-29 
7,04

6 
7,95

1 
14,9
97 

 

      
10,
059  

         
11,351  

         
21,410  

         
11,496  

         
12,972  

         
24,468  

         
12,56
6  

         
14,180  

         
26,745  

                
7,048  

               
16,205  

               
30,565  

30-34 
5,46

9 
5,85

5 
11,3
24 

 

       
7,8
08  

           
8,359  

         
16,166  

           
8,923  

           
9,552  

         
18,475  

          
9,753  

         
10,442  

         
20,195  

                
5,471  

               
11,933  

               
23,079  

35-39 
4,64

4 
5,18

0 
9,82

4 
 

       
6,6
30  

           
7,395  

         
14,025  

           
7,577  

           
8,451  

         
16,028  

          
8,282  

           
9,238  

         
17,520  

                
4,646  

               
10,557  

               
20,022  

40-44 
3,00

8 
3,41

8 
6,42

6 
 

       
4,2
94  

           
4,880  

           
9,174  

           
4,908  

           
5,576  

         
10,484  

          
5,364  

           
6,096  

         
11,460  

                
3,010  

                
6,966  

               
13,097  

45-49 
2,82

4 
2,80

2 
5,62

6 
 

       
4,0
32  

           
4,000  

           
8,032  

           
4,607  

           
4,571  

           
9,179  

          
5,036  

           
4,997  

         
10,033  

                
2,826  

                
5,711  

               
11,466  

50-54 
2,12

0 
2,33

4 
4,45

4 
 

       
3,0
27  

           
3,332  

           
6,359  

           
3,459  

           
3,808  

           
7,267  

          
3,781  

           
4,162  

           
7,943  

                
2,122  

                
4,757  

                
9,078  
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55-59 
1,44

5 
1,51

6 
2,96

1 
 

       
2,0
63  

           
2,164  

           
4,227  

           
2,358  

           
2,473  

           
4,831  

          
2,577  

           
2,704  

           
5,281  

                
1,447  

                
3,090  

                
6,035  

60-64 
1,53

6 
1,71

4 
3,25

0 
 

       
2,1
93  

           
2,447  

           
4,640  

           
2,506  

           
2,796  

           
5,302  

          
2,739  

           
3,057  

           
5,796  

                
1,538  

                
3,493  

                
6,624  

65-69 956 964 
1,92

0 
 

       
1,3
65  

           
1,376  

           
2,741  

           
1,560  

           
1,573  

           
3,132  

          
1,705  

           
1,719  

           
3,424  

                   
958  

                
1,965  

                
3,913  

70-74 895 938 
1,83

3 
 

       
1,2
78  

           
1,339  

           
2,617  

           
1,460  

           
1,530  

           
2,991  

          
1,596  

           
1,673  

           
3,269  

                   
897  

                
1,912  

                
3,736  

75-79 538 540 
1,07

8  
          
768  

             
771  

           
1,539  

             
878  

             
881  

           
1,759  

             
959  

             
963  

           
1,922  

                   
540  

                
1,101  

                
2,197  

80+ 846 
1,01

7 
1,86

3 
 

       
1,2
08  

           
1,452  

           
2,660  

           
1,380  

           
1,659  

           
3,039  

          
1,509  

           
1,814  

           
3,322  

                   
848  

                
2,073  

                
3,797  

AGE-NS 30 20 50 
 

            
43  

               
29  

               
71  

               
49  

               
33                 82  

               
54  

               
36  

               
89  

                     
32  

                     
41  

                   
102  

 

112,
007 

111,
940 

223,
947 

 

159
,90

2 159,806 319,708 182,739 182,630 365,370 
199,7

49 199,629 399,378 
             
112,044  

             
228,141  

             
456,418  

Source: KNBS 2017 
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Table 7: Population projections by Urban Centers 

Source: KNBS-2017 

 

1.5.2 Population density and distribution  

Table 5 shows population distribution in 2009 and its projections up to the year 2022 per constituency in Samburu County. 

The population density is expected to rise to 15 and 19 persons per Km
2
 by 2017 and 2022 respectively. Samburu West 

constituency had the highest population density of 29 persons per Km2. Samburu north and Samburu East had 17 and 8 

persons per Km
2
 respectively. Table 5 gives the population projections by constituency for the five -year period between 2017 

and 2022 using 2009 as a base year. In 2009, the county had a total population of 223,947 comprising of 112,007 males 

and 111,940 females respectively giving a sex ratio of 1:0.98. 

M F T M F T M F T M F T

Maralal 6,175 6,256 12,431        8,815 8,931      17,747    10,075    10,207    20,281    11,012    11,157    22,169    

Suguta Marmar 1,989 2,184 4,173        2,840 3,118      5,957      3,245      3,563      6,808      3,547      3,895      7,442      

Kisima 1,997 2,556 4,553        2,851 3,649      6,500      3,258      4,170      7,428      3,561      4,558      8,120      

Wamba 3,144 3,103 6,247        4,488 4,430      8,918      5,129      5,063      10,192    5,607      5,534      11,141    

!ǊŎƘŜǊΩǎ tƻǎǘ3,226 3,049 6,275        4,605 4,353      8,958      5,263      4,974      10,238    5,753      5,437      11,191    

Baragoi 2,307 2,387 4,694        3,293 3,408      6,701      3,764      3,894      7,658      4,114      4,257      8,371      

TOTAL 18,838 19,535 38,373     26,893 27,888    54,782    30,734    31,871    62,606    33,595    34,838    68,433    

Urban Centre 2009 (Census)
2017 2020 2022
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Table 8: Population distribution and density by sub county  

 

Source: KNBS- 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Populati

on

Density 

(km2)
Population

Density 

(km2)

Populati

on

Density 

(km2)

Populati

on

Density 

(km2)

Samburu West 81,094 21           115,770 29             132,305  34            144,620  37            

Samburu north 83,759 14           119,575 17             136,653  19            149,373  21            

Samburu East 59,094 6              84,363 8                96,412    10            105,386  10            

Total 223,947 11           319,708 15 365,370  17 399,378  19

Constituency

2009(Census) 2017 2020 2022
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1.5.3 Population projection for special age groups 

Table 9: Population projection for special groups 

SOURCE: KNBS 2017 

M F T M F T M F T M F T

Under 1 7,958 7,882 15,840     11,361      11,252      22,613 12,983    12,859    25,843    14,192    14,056    28,248    

Under 5 25,576 25,392 50,968     36,512      36,250      72,762 41,727    41,427    83,154    45,611    45,283    90,894    

Primary school Age (6-13) 28,992 27,671 56,663     41,389      39,503      80,893 47,300    45,145    92,446    51,703    49,347    101,051  

Secondary Sch. age (14-17) 11,340 9,544 20,884     16,189      13,625      29,814 18,501    15,571    34,072    20,223    17,020    37,244    

Youth Population (15-29) 30,092 30,030 60,122     42,960      42,871      85,831 49,095    48,994    98,089    53,665    53,554    107,219  

Labour force (15-64) 51,138 52,849 103,987     73,005      75,448    148,453 83,432    86,223    169,655  91,198    94,249    185,446  

Aged Population (65+) 3,235 3,459 6,694        4,618         4,938         9,556 5,278      5,643      10,921    5,769      6,169      11,938    

158,331 156,827 315,158 226,035 223,887 449,922 258,317 255,863 514,180 282,361 279,679 562,041

Age Groups 
2009 (census)

2017
2020 2022
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1.5.4 Population of persons with disabilities 

Table 10: People living with disabilities by type, sex and age 

 Nature of disability Adults  Children  Total   

1. Physically disabled  2,655 1600 4,255 

2. Hearing impared  120 480 600 

3. Visually impared 510 295 805 

4. Mentaly impared 470 400 870 

5. Albinos  6 1 7 

6. Epileptic  80 40 120 

7. Cerebral palsy   39  

 Grand total  3,841 2,855 6,657 

   Source: National Council for people with Disabilities - 2017 

Ages below 35 years are People living with disabilities this could impact the active population on economic development in 

the county. 
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1.5.5 Demographic Dividend 

Demographic Dividend Potential  

The demographic dividend refers to the accelerated economic development that a country 

can attain by slowing down the pace of population growth while at the same time making 

strategic investments in the health, education, economic, and governance sectors. 

The accelerated economic growth that a county can experience as a result of declining 

fertility le vels that occasion a reduction in the dependency levels and an increase in the 

proportion of the population in the working ages (15 -64 years). With fewer dependents 

to support, those in the working ages will have more savings that can be invested for the 

economic growth of the county thereby improving the wellbeing of the countyõs residents. 

However, the attainment of a demographic dividend is not automatic. As the fertility levels 

decline, the county needs to make simultaneous strategic investments in the health, 

education, economic and governance sectors. The aim of these investments is to ensure 

that as the countyõs children and youth get older, they remain healthy, are able to access 

education and training opportunities, as they enter the labour force they get income and 

employment opportunities, they invest for their life in old age, and they participate fully 

in governance matters affecting the county. 

  

Table 11 below shows the key demographic indicators for Samburu County. According to 

2009 census Samburu total population was 223,894. In 2017 the population was projected 

to be 290,000 people up from 263,000 people in 2014.This figure is projected to reach 

342,000 and 439,000 people in 2022 and 2030 respectively assuming that the county 

fertility rate continues declining over the years to reach 2.1 children per woman in the year 

2050. 

 

By the end of the MTP III period in 2022, the fertility is expected to decline to 5.4 from 

this average of 6.3 in 2014, before declining further to 4.4 in 2030.This is based on 2009 

census results that showed a fertility rate of 6.6 children per woman. Given the decline in 

fertility, the proportion of children below the age 15 is expected to decline from 47.8%in 

2014 to 46.5% in 2017to 44.1% in 2022 and 43.5 in 2030.This wi ll result in a 

corresponding increase in proportion of the population in working ages(15-64years) from 

49.7% in 2014 to 54% in 2022 and 54.4% in 2030 over the same period, the proportion 

of the older persons above 64 years will remain almost unchanged at slightly over 2% or 

about 2%.  

 

The demographic window for Samburu County is expected to open in 2065 for an 

estimated period of 60 years. This is based on assumption that fertility rate continues to 

decline over the years to reach 2.1 by 2075. This is the period when the county can 

achieve maximum pace of economic growth as a result of the huge labour force relative 
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to the dependent population. During this period, the proportion of children below age 

15 will be below 30 percent while the proportion of older  persons above 64 years will 

be less than 15 percent.  

Table 11: Samburu County Demographic Dividend Indicators 

Indicator 2009 2014 2017 2022 2030 

Population Size  

223,8

94 

       

263,172  

 

290,1

54 

 

341,6

92 

 

438,7

06 

Proportion of P opulation Below Age 15 (%)  50.57 47.8 46.5 44.1 43.5 

Proportion of Population Above Age 64 

(%)  

2.98 2.6 2.3 1.9 2.1 

Proportion of Population in the Working 

Ages (15-64) (%)  

46.4 49.7 51.2 54.0 54.4 

Dependency Ratio 115.3 101.3 95.4 85.4 83.72 

Fertility  (Average No. of Children Per 

Woman) 

6.6  6.3 6.1 5.7 5.2 

Source: National Council for Population and Development 2017 

 

According to the 2015 National Adolescents and Youth Survey report, Samburu county 

needs to undertake the following, among other things, to harness the potential of its youth 

in preparation for the demographic dividend window;  

 

 

Health 

1. Promote health education on nutrition, hygiene, disease prevention. 

2. Build more health facilities in the county. 

3. Provide SRH information and services appropriate to the nomadic lifestyle of the youth 

Morans and train heath service providers and CHWs to provide youth friendly services 

and youth with disabilities.  

4. Introduce guidance and counseling in schools. 

 

Education 

1. Sensitize communities on importance of education by using role models in the county 

who have excelled in education to encourage young people. 

2. Build more learning institutions (schools, tertiary colleges, special schools), employ more 

teachers and equip learning institutions with adequate facilities ð classrooms, libraries, 

laboratories, dormitories, and computers. 

3. Expand school feeding programmes in schools in the county. 

4. Provide sanitary towels to girls in schools to retain girls in school. 
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5. Provide more education funds (bursaries and sponsorship) to needy children to continue 

with education.  

6. Enforce education policy and anti-FGM Act to retain girls in school. 

Economy 

1. Improve security to encourage investors by addressing inter-ethnic conflicts through 

dialogue and trade promotion.  

2. Invest in Agriculture (crop and animal husbandry) by accessing water, introduction of 

irrigation and drought resistant crops, accompanied by improved infrastructure (roads, 

electricity and water supply). 

3. Provide government funds, savings and loans facilities to reach more youth in all parts 

of the county and make them favorable by reducing restrictions and lowering interest rates. 

4. Invest in tourism by promoting the Samburu culture (traditional beadwork and attire) 

and Samburu 

Nation al Park though annual cultural festivals to attract both local and international 

tourists. 

5. Sensitize all youth in all parts of the county on the interventions and programmes 

promoting economic empowerment for young people.  

6. Invest in mining industry w hich has potential to create employment opportunities. 

7. Enforce law on child labour to promote empowerment of both boys and girls.  

 

Governance 

1. Disarmament; encourage the locals to surrender illegal arms, promote dialogue and 

encourage trade among conflicting communities. 

2. Deploy more security officers and police posts and educate young people on community 

policing. 

3. Educate the youth and public on the process of solving cases, their rights and obligations 

and involve the youth in keeping and mainta ining security and peace through various. 

4. Strengthen the traditional system as alternative means of solving cases particularly in 

remote areas, by training the council of elders in arbitration of cases in line with 

constitution. 

5. Have gender balanced and equal representation of youth in committees. 

6. Strengthen the òNyumba Kumió Initiative in the county.  

Therefore, Samburu County has the potential to achieve a demographic dividend by 2065 

and close in 2105 if the right health, education, economic and governance policies are put 

in place now and implement over the coming years.  
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1.6 Human Development Approach 

The HDI measures human development based on the basic factors of a long and healthy 

life, the acquisition of knowledge, and a reasonable standard of living. These factors are 

measured using the following indicators: 

Å Life expectancy at birth; 

The county for the last four years have invested heavily in various health facilities 

constructions and equipping with drugs and personnel. 

Å Adult literacy rate and the combined enrolment ratio at primary, secondary and tertiary 

levels; and 

Å GDP per capita measured in purchasing power parity (PPP). 

IGAs and SMEs awareness among the county residents have greatly improved. 

The HDI is not designed to assess progress in human development over the short term 

because two of its component indicators - adult literacy and life expectancy at birth - are 

not responsive to short-term policy changes. 

1.6.1 Human Poverty Index 

The human poverty index (HPI) is a measure of poverty that was introduced in the UN's 

1997 Global Human Development Report. The aim was to create a composite index that 

brings together the different areas of deprivation that affect the quality of life. The HPI is 

premised on the understanding that if human development is about enlarging choices, then 

Poverty means the denial of the most basic opportunities and choices. The most 

fundamental difference between the HDI and the HPI is that the former measures progress 

in a country, defined geographical area, or a population group, while the latter focuses on 

the most deprived people in a country or region. The index incorporates four facets of 

human life -longevity, knowledge acquisition, economic status and social inclusion and 

measures deprivation in the three areas of human development: along and healthy life, 

knowledge, and a decent standard of living. 

 

1.7. Infrastructure Development 

1.7.1. Roads and Rail Network 

1.7.1 Road network 

The countyõs total road network length is 1,606.6 kilometers, out of which the Tarmac 

road (probase) covers a length of 10 Kms, Improved (graveled) road covers a length of 

1,081 KMS and New (Opened) roads cover 515. 6Kms. Most of these are rural access roads 

and those linking to major urban centres within the county.  
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The Rumuruti ð Maralal- Baragoi (Road A4) is the gate way to Samburu county. The road 

covers a length of 116 Kms from Rumuruti to Maralal, and 108 Kms from Maralal to 

Baragoi. 50 KMs of this road network is covered by Bitumen Surface the rest of the network 

is graveled and earth surface.  The county expects 60 Kms of Bitumen surface as part of its 

road network from the planned LAPSSET corridor project that will connect Lamu Port- 

Southern Sudan and Ethiopia.  

 

Figure 2 Road network in the County  

Figure 2 below shows the road network within Samburu County  

 

 

 

 

Drifts 



Samburu County CIDP 2018-2022 

 

25 

 

Samburu County has drifts in rivers; Sessia, Lkanto, Nkare Narok, South- Horr and Nchooro 

which have improved access for people and livestock.  

Bridges 

The County has several foot bridges. The steel footð bridge at Angata werikoi river in 

Suguta Mar Mar facilitates access for school- going children especially during flash floods. 

The 45M Rigrig steel- Deck Bridge at Ngeny River provides access to the Livestock Market 

at Lolkuniani in Samburu East.  However, This Bridge is 75% complete. A feasibility study 

has been conducted at Seyia Bridge, the designs are in place and plans are underway to 

complete this project that will link Samburu east and Samburu North Sub- county.  

Street lighting 

Maralal town is covered by 18 Kilometres of street lighting.  This has improved security 

and encouraged business owners to conduct activities day and night.  The county plans to 

put up street lights in Baragoi, Wamba, Archers Post, Suguta Marmar, Kisima and Sereolipi.  

Air strips 

There are 11 airstrips in Samburu County. Wamba, Kisima and Baragoi air strips are owned 

by the Kenya Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA).  Those owned by the county government 

are: Oryx, Kalama, Ngilai e wamba, Latakweny and kurungu. Sarara and Desert rose are 

privately owned airstrips. Maralal Nkuroto airstrip is not functional.  

1.7.2. Information, Communication Technology  

The County is served by four post offices in Maralal, Baragoi, Suguta and Wamba. There 

is one Huduma centre in Maralal town that of fers government services and provides access 

to information. Local and International Television and radio stations are accessible through 

Cable networks such as Zuku, Start Times, DSTV and Go TV.   The county is also served by 

local radio stations such as Serian FM, Watchman FM and Radio Mchungaji.  

The mobile network coverage in the county is 30 % compared to the national connectivity 

of 85%. Telekom is the sole provider of landline services.  The Main Mobile network 

Service Provider is Safaricom followed by Telkom, Airtel and Equitel. 3G network is only 

available in Maralal town while the rest of the county is on 2G and GSM. The increase in 

smart phone penetration has improved access to internet as approximately xxxx number 
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of people is now using internet enabled phones in Samburu county. The County is yet to 

be connected to the National Fibre optic cable although 14 km of cables have been laid 

within Maralal town. The current state of ICT and especially infrastructure of the County 

Government is the existing LAN in various offices and an ongoing WAN connectivity to 

the Sub counties which has not gone live. Also the NOFBI project is connected to the 

headquarters but not yet operational. 

 

1.7.3. Energy access  

The main source of energy in the County is wood fuel (firewood in rural households and 

charcoal in urban households). An estimated 95% of the total population uses wood fuel. 

The residents also utilize petroleum products such as kerosene/paraffin, Liquefied 

Petroleum Gas (LPG) for domestic use, and petrol and diesel fuel for running vehicles and 

lister engines. Over reliance on wood fuel is a health and environmental concern therefore 

efforts will be made to promote sustainable and modern charcoal production technologies 

such as the use of charcoal Kilns and adoption of renewal energy.  

There are a total of 30 Trading Centres with 13 of them connected to electricity. Some 10 

health centres and 40 schools have also been connected to electricity. Approximately 

5,000 Households in the main centres are connected to electricity, they include: Maralal, 

Suguta marmar, Kisima, Loosuk, Loibor nkare, Porro, Wamba, Archerõs post, Sere-olipi, 

and Baragoi, (KPLC, 2016). 250 number of Schools and 1200 Households use solar lighting. 

The countyõs lowlands record about 8-9 hours of sunshine per day with about 4-6 KWh/m² 

daily insulation. 

The County also has potential of geothermal energy at an estimate of 680 Mega watts at 

Emuruaenkokolak near Lake Lokipi to complement hydroelectric power.  

The largest wind Project in Africa is in Marsabit County that borders Samburu County, the 

proximity to the Project that wind speed of about 11 m /s, increases the chances to tap into 

this resource.   
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1.7.4. Housing: Types 

Access to decent and affordable housing is a fundamental right in to all Kenyans. 

Nevertheless, the county continues to face serious shortfalls in quality housing provision in 

both rural and urban areas. 

The housing sector within the County is mostly private sector driven with most individuals 

striving to construct their houses or avail houses for rental purposes. Most of permanent 

housing units are mostly evident in urban areas with distinct types like maisonettes, 

bungalows, flats and bed seaters.  

The county has five high grade houses, fifty-four middle grades, fifty-six low grades under 

the National government and forty -seven houses previously owned by local authority. The 

towns however lack key infrastructure such as a functional sewerage systems and basic 

social amenities. Other centers are characterized by semi-permanent houses mainly built 

using cedar post walls and iron roofs. 

 

1.8. Land and Land Use 

Land is an important resource as it anchors most human development activities. Moreover, 

land is used not only as economic resource but also as a socio - cultural tool.  Land in the 

County is either owned as registered community land (group ranches), unregistered 

community land (held in trust by County Government), public and private land as 

leasehold or freehold.   

The County is blessed with huge land mass of an approximate size of 21, 022. 01 square 

kilometers and it host numerous natural resources and human activities. Of the total area, 

3,103.41km
2
 (15.5% of the County land area) is under gazetted forests; 170km

2
 (0.85%) 

is under game reserves and animal sanctuary; 1.8 km2 (0.0085%) is under surface water 

and 16,746.8 Km
2
 or 83.64% is the land remaining for occupation under urban centers, 

Group Ranches, land set aside for public uses, individual ownership and hosting other 

natural features. 

The significant land cover within the county is rangeland and gazetted forest that occupies 

15.5% of the county. On the other hand, the dominant land uses include nomadic 

pastoralism, wildlife conservation areas such as West Gate, Namunyak, Kalama & Samburu 

National Reserve, urban development and crop farming.  

 

1.8.1. Land ownership categories/ classification 

Community Land 
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Land in the County is categorized as per the Article 61 of Kenyaõs Constitution, Land Act, 

2012 and Community Land Act, 2016. The first category of land that constitutes bulk of 

the land parcels is the community land. The community land is further categorized as 

registered community land and unregistered community. The registered community land 

constitutes what is referred to us as Group Ranches. Presently, the County has forty-three 

(43) group ranches and an approximately 26, 551 registered members with the majority 

being found in Samburu West and East and with the least being in Samburu North. 

Out of these 43 registered community land, 21 of them are found in Samburu Central, 10 

in Samburu North and 11 in Samburu East. This shows that Samburu Central is advanced in 

regard to securing of tenure as compared to North yet north is vast. These forty-three 

registered group ranches have an approximate total size of 829, 371.88 Ha (8, 293.72 

Km
2
). If compared to the total size of registerable land with exception of gazetted forest, 

gazetted park and lake (16,746.8 Km
2
), then the registered community land occupies 

49.52% and if subjected to the total land mass of the county, t he registered community 

land occupies 39.45% of the county.  

All the above registered community land (group ranches) have collected their title deeds. 

There are unregistered community land that are in the process of being registered. These 

include Kukwar, Naimirimo while Ngare Narok remains undeclared. 

Gaps & Opportunities  

From the above, there is need to invest so as to complete the remaining areas in order to 

secure land tenure before the 2020 deadline. 

Public Land 

The second category is the public land which are mostly land owned by National, County 

Governments, public institutions and they include road reserves, riparian, ridges, lakes, 

forests and rivers, un-alienated urban areas within various registration sections, schools, 

water points, livestock sale yards and airstrip and so on. The approximate total size of 

registered public land excluding road reserve and un-alienated urban land is 26, 788. 18 

Ha. If 15.5% (3,103.41km
2
) of the gazette forest and 1.8 km

2
 of tip of Lake Turkana is 

added to the same, the approximate total of public land comes to 337, 309.18 Ha (3, 

373.09km
2
) which represents 16.05% of the total land mass of the county.  

 

Challenges and Opportunities 

Public land within the urban areas in the county are facing challenges as most of these lands 

have only letters of offer but do not have Part Development Plans, Letter of Allotment, 

Survey Plan and Lease Certificates. 
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Most public utilities and public purpose land that were existing during adjudication process 

have title deeds. However, there are new developments and to secure these lands, there 

is need to conduct sub-divisions of the Registry Index Maps so as to amend mother titles. 

This is to be done in collaboration with Land Control Board. Areas that have not been 

adjudicated can be secured through Part Development Plans or through expedited 

adjudication process.  

Private land  

The third category is the private land owned under freehold tenure system or under 

leasehold system. Most of the land owned as freehold is to be found in Samburu West Sub-

county especially in the high potential agro-ecological zones of Poro ôAõ & ôBó, Losuuk, 

Suguta Marmar, Lpartuk, Loiting and Longewan sections. Those owned as leasehold, are 

mostly within the urban areas where public land has been allocated to private entities or 

individuals. Cadastral survey has been conducted in Maralal Block 1 and titles of 2, 500 

are ready for collection.  

The percentage of free hold ownership is likely to increase since three (3) group ranches 

(Longewan, Tinga òAó and Upper Lpartuk) have been dissolved and sub division is 

ongoing. Two more group ranches (Lossuk òAó and Lolmok) have applied for dissolution 

and sub division.  

Opportunities  

To enhance productivity and avoid òtragedy of commonó there is need to sustainably sub 

divide group ranches of high potential zones so that individuals can manage their portions. 

1.8.2. Mean holding size 

The average crop farm size in the small scale is less than 0.4Ha this is mostly found at Poro 

where farming and livestock activities are practiced while the large scale holder has an 

average of 20ha and it is mostly for livestock rearing and wheat farming. 

1.8.3. Percentage of land with title deeds 

Samburu County has 13 registration sections that are complete and their total area is 

approximately 941, 135.471 Ha (9, 411.35 Km
2
). If combined with gazetted forest 15.5% 

(3,103.41km
2
) then the total registered land is 12,514.76 Km

2
. This translates to 59.53% of 

the total land mass of the county. Earlier, it had been established that registered community 

land occupies 49.52% (8, 293.72 Km
2
) of registrable land (16,746.8 Km

2
). As such, the 

remaining area of the county to be registered would be approximately 8,453.08 Km
2
.  

The areas with no titles are unregistered community lands and land within urban areas that 

have been allocated to private entities. This limits use of ownership documents as charge 

for collateral purposes. However, there is an effort to deliver lease documents to plot 
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owners within urban areas. Currently, 2, 500 lease certificates are being processed for 

Maralal Township.  

1.8.4. Incidence of landlessness 

The socio-cultural structure of the dominant community in the county and communal land 

ownership arrangement has played a greater role in ensuring there is low incidence of 

landlessness. However, the total registered members in these forty (43) group ranches is 

approximately 26, 551. If evaluated against the total base population of 223, 947 as per 

the 2009 census report and subjected to annual population growth rate of 4.45 as per 

KNBS projections, the population of the county in 2017 was 319, 708. From the foregoing, 

8.3% of the Samburu county population was registered as group ranch members. The 

average household size in the county was 8. Assuming each household head is a registered 

group ranch member, then a total of 212, 408 individuals are guaranteed ownership 

through succession. As such, as at 2017, it can be deduced that approximately, 107, 300 

individuals (13, 412 households) were not part of registered community land. However, 

this ratio is not alarming since approximately 8,453.08 Km
2
 (50.48) of registrable land in 

favor of communities is yet to be registered.  

 

Opportunities  

Adjudication department to hasten rights capture in unregistered areas so as to enhance 

coverage of the 107, 300 population referred above. This is to happen in Samburu North 

where bulk of the land is not registered. 

1.8.5. Settlement patterns  

Human settlements organization in space is mostly informed by Human Settlement Strategy 

of 1978 which has been renewed through Land Use Policy and Urban Development Policy. 

In larger domain, human settlements can be perceived as either being rural or urban. These 

two spheres have a mutual relationship that functions to deliver growth and development. 

The rural settlement that host majority of the population of the county manifest its self as 

a cluster, strip or dispersed pattern. In the county, the area in urban periphery display a 

dispersed pattern and interior of the county display a cluster system of settlement owing 

to the cultural organization and nomadic pastoralism. Equally, along transport corridors 

and along flowing surface water there is exhibition of strip settlements especially along 

A4/C77 and C78. 

Of the 223, 947 individuals as at 2009, only 38, 373 were resi ding in the 6 major urban 

areas that the county has. This shows that most residents are rural dwellers. With 
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projections of 319708; 365370; and 399378 for 2017, 2020 and 2022 respectively, the 

estimated urban population for the same is 54782; 62606 and 68433 respectively.  

Critical in organizing development is the central places or also known as urban areas that 

play a core role as a growth pole and service center. Urban areas based on the service 

levels and thresholds of population can be categorized as designated local center, 

designated market center, designated rural center and designated urban center. The county 

has over 70 urban areas with majority (30) having been adjudicated and having titles 

reserved under the defunct Samburu County Council. The total area of registered urban 

areas in the County is 7365.71 Ha.  

1.9. Employment 

1.9.1. Wage earners 

 

There are 4,215 wage earners in the Public service. They include those on permanent and 

pensionable terms, contract and also casuals.  

Those in the Private Sector Such as Hotels, Banks, Retail stores, Micro finance Instutitions, 

Insurance agencies and private Hospitals are approximately 3,000 Wage earners working 

for civil society organizations, FBOS, NGOS and INGOs are approximately 5,000 

 

 

 

1.9.2. Self-employed 

Self employed persons in Samburu County are estimated at 3,000. They are engaged in 

business activities such as Livestock Marketing, Poultry farming, clothing and textile, Sale 

of second hand clothes, Apiary, Horticulture and crop farming.  

 

1.9.3. Labour force by sector 

In the Public Sector, the employees in public administration are ( 772 male and 82 female) 

, Agriculture ( 89 Male and 25 Female) , Environment ( 12 Male and 5 female), Education 

(1,280 male and 790 Female), Finance ( 162 Male and 53 Female), public works ( 76 male 

and 5 female), Culture and Social services ( 12 Male and 9 Female), Health ( 267 Male and 

177 female), Tourism, Trade and cooperatives (132 Male and 20 female), County Public 

Service board ( 15 Male and 12 female), Lands (62 Male and 39 female), Judiciary ( 14 

Male and 7 female), Children department ( 3 Male and 2 female and county Assembly (80 

male and 13 female)  
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1.9.4. Unemployment levels 

A total of 95, 200 People are unemployed in Samburu county. A total of 102, 415 Persons 

aged between 15- 64 years, form the labour force of the county. Out of these 4.1% are 

wage earners, 2.95 are self employed, and 93% are unemployed
1
.  

 

1.10. Irrigation infrastructure and schemes 

1.10.1. Irrigation potential 

The physical relief of the county offers a good catchment area for water harvesting for 

irrigation purposes among other uses. Seventeen potential sites have been identified as 

areas with adequate water for irrigation: Kurungu, South Horr, Arsim, Tuum, Anderi, Waso 

Rongai, Lulu in Samburu North. Amaya and Seiya in Samburu Central, and Kibartare, 

Ngilai, Lkerei, Westgate, Gogoltim, Loijuk, Nkutuk e Ngiron and Sasaab in Samburu East.  

Besides the named 17 potential sites there exist numerous mountain springs in the northern 

parts of the county covering parts of Nyiro division such as south Horr and Tuum which 

could be exploited for small scale irrigation schemes. There is a need to conduct feasibility 

studies that will open up 3000 ha of land to be used for irrigation. Challenges are expected 

in land tenure systems, inadequate modern dry land farming techniques and mindset. 

Prolonged drought periods may deplete available water reservoirs through evapo-

transpiration process. 

 

 

 

1.10.2. Irrigation schemes (small/ large scale) 

Three community Irrigation Schemes are in Kurungu (complete), Arsim (75% complete) 

and Lulu (50% complete).  These irrigation schemes will be utilized for the production of 

vegetables, cereals and fruits.  A large scale irrigation scheme which is supported by the 

national government is underway at Tuum which is expected to boost high food 

production in the area.  
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1.11. Crop, Livestock, Fish Production and Value addition 

1.11.1. Main crops produced 

The main crops grown in the County include maize, beans, wheat, barley, pyrethrum and 

millet. These crops are grown in the highland areas of Poro in Kirisia Division. This is due 

to its fertile soils and adequate rainfall sufficient for rain fed agriculture. The maize value 

chain is currently being promoted by the Agricultural Sector Development Support 

Program (ASDSP). Pyrethrum value chain is being introduced through support from 

Pyrethrum Processing Company of Kenya. Pyrethrum farming is relatively a new practice 

in the County. There are opportunities to promote other crop com munities value chain in 

the county. Crop pest and diseases are the main challenges affecting the sub-sector.  

1.11.2. Acreage under food and cash crops 

About eight (8 %) / 139,000 ha of the County is classified as arable land with adequate 

moisture to support crop farming. Currently 28,500 ha of land is being utilized for crop 

farming. The county plans to increase maize yield to 35 bags per ha, beans to 18 bags per 

ha and cowpeas to 16 bags per ha through provision of certified seeds to enhance crop 

production. Wheat, pyrethrum and barley are the main cash crops covering 8,053 ha of 

land.  

1.11.3. Average farm sizes 

The average crop farm size is 0.4ha per household for small scale farmers, especially in 

agricultural areas while large scale farmers have an average of 20 acres. The communities 

residing, especially in agriculturally potential areas within the County have embraced land 

adjudication. Other parts of the County are majorly arid and practice pastoralism as the 

main economic activity. Green houses occupy small sizes of the farms. 

1.11.4. Main storage facilities 

The main storage facility in the County is at the National Cereal Produce Board (NCPB) 

silo located in Maralal town. This facility is mainly used to store relief supplies and farm 

harvests from local farms. The County Government is in the process of constructing two 

Cereals stores in Poro and Loibor Nkare areas. In addition, the government has two cereals 

driers each with a capacity of 80 bags. There is a need to construct more cereal stores next 

to irrigation schemes. 
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1.11.5. Agricultural extension, training, research and information services (available training 

institutions, demonstration firmsõ multiplication sites etc.) 

Agricultural extension services in the county are mainly provided by the public sector, i.e. 

County Government, parastatals, and research and training institutions, and also by the 

private and civil society sector operators, i.e.  Non-governmental organizations, faith based 

organizations, cooperative societies and community-based organizations. The 

characteristics of extension approaches and methods used include; demand driven and 

beneficiary led, clientele groupsõ focused, indigenous knowledge and technologies sharing, 

cost sharing with beneficiaries to reduce dependency syndrome, pluralism and networking, 

use multidisciplinary teams and mainstreaming cross-cutting issues. The clientele is involved 

from the planning phase. Clientele are reached through various extension approaches such 

as trainings, on farm demonstrations, field days, exchange visits/ tours and farm visits. 

Monitoring and evaluation is usually carried out to get feedback and to assess impact. 

Women and youth form a majority of persons reached through agricultural interventions 

like crop farming, green houses, restocking, poultry farming and slaughter house offal 

businesses. 

1.11.6. Main livestock breeds and facilities 

Ninety -two percent (92%) of the County land is rangeland suitable for livestock 

production and supports 202,700 cattle; 622,000 sheep; 714,000 goats; 36,100 camels 

and 10,000 donkeys. The main breeds of cattle kept are the local Zebu and the Borans and 

their cross-breeds while goatõs breeds include the Small East African and Galla. Sheep breeds 

include the Dorpers and the Red Maasai while camels include the Somali, the Rendile and 

Turkana breeds. During the last four years, the County Government through the ongoing 

livestock breeds improvement/upgrading programme availed 2,369 improved livestock 

breeds to farmers for upgrading the local breeds and these includes: 1,500 Breeding Galla 

Bucks; 252 Community Breeding Boran/Sahiwal Bulls; 332 Community Breeding Somali 

Camel Heifers and Bulls; 250 Alpine Dairy Does and Bucks; and 35 Dairy cow-heifers. 

World Vision and other Stakeholders also provided breeding stock such as Galla bucks and 

Does, Rams and KARLO improved cockerels. The World Vision in collaboration with the 

Department of Livestock Production initiated the formation of Samburu County Breeding 

Association (SACOMBA). 

The main livestock facilities and infrastructures constructed and operational in the county 

include 10 cattle crushes, 4 cattle dips, 18 livestock sale yards and 1 modern diagnostic 

veterinary laboratory which is 95% complete and awaiting full equipment. Four of the 18 

livestock sale yards established namely Maralal, Poro, Lekuru and Suguta Marmar are 
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modern and metallic in nature and were constructed with support from the Regional 

Pastoral Livelihoods Resilience Programme funded by the World Bank. There are also 5 

major slaughter facilities located in the major trading centres. There is high potential of 

promoting livestock - products value addition in the sub-sector. The County Government 

in collaboration with European Union and State Department of Planning and Devolution 

is proposing to construct one (1) mini-modern abattoir for meat processing at Nomotio 

LIC. A mini-hides and skins tannery is also under-construction at Nomotio farm initiated 

by Melony Cooperative Society in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture, 

Livestock & Fisheries and KIRDI. There are also opportunities to exploit the dairy value 

chain in the county. The main challenges facing the livestock sub-sector include prevalence 

of livestock disease outbreaks, inadequate grazing resources, frequent droughts, insecurity 

and shortage of technical staff. The sparseness of the County requires that at least one 

Animal Health officer is available to offer services in every village. To address the drought 

risk challenge, the department is going to mainstream disaster risk management and 

response plans into the sector-programming and work plans and monitoring and 

evaluation. 

1.11.7. Ranching (number, ownerships and activities) 

There are 40 registered group ranches with varying sizes across the County. The main 

activity carried out in these ranches is livestock grazing and wildlife conservation. Range 

reseeding with improved pasture grass species and the adoption of the Holistic Natural 

Resource Management Model are some the Ranch improvement practices and 

technologies proposed by County Government to improve grazing resources management 

in the group ranches. However, inter clan conflict in these ranches has led to delay of land 

adjudication process and has been a major challenge. It is only around Mararal Town, 

Poro area, and Kisima where the land adjudication has taken place and land title deeds 

issued. Amayia livestock holding ground will be exploited to produce clean animals free 

from trade sensitive diseases and therefore suitable for export markets. 

1.11.8. Apiculture (bee keeping) 

Beekeeping is one of the upcoming animal production systems that is being practiced in 

the county as an alternative production livelihood to livestock production. The famers 

keep bees mainly for crude honey production for use as food and source of household 

income. Other Bee-hive products that are equally important and can enter the food market 

include propolis, royal jelly and bee-collected pollen. The honey is also used in the cosmetic 

industry. Bees-wax is a main hive product that is used in the manufacture of candles. 

Farmers have organized themselves into beekeeping groups across the three sub-counties 

and they sell their crude honey to Samburu Bee Keeping Cooperative for processing. The 
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main bee keeping methods used include the traditional and modern with the promotion 

of Langstroths and KTBH bee hives.  

The County Government in partnership with the SIDA and EU is promoting honey value 

chain in the county and all necessary institutions are in place. The County and various 

partners have supported the enterprise through provision of modern bee hives. During the 

2016/17 financial year alone, the County Government supported various beekeeping 

groups with 420 modern Langstroths beehives and 15 honey harvesting kits. 

 

1.11.8 Aquaculture (fish farming) 

Fish farming is an emerging livelihood production system that the County Government 

through the Directorate of Livestock Production is promoting. There is a lot of potential 

of fish farming within the county evidenced by the presence of permanent water reservoirs 

in areas of Lake Turkana, Kirisia, Baawa, Poro, Loosuk, Ngilai (Wamba) and Waso. It is an 

alternative livelihood with a ready market in all trading centres within the County. The 

main requirements are water for fish farming and fingerlings. Many farmers showed interest 

during sensitization and ten (10) fish farming groups have been registered at Baawa and 

Loosuk areas with a 30% composition of youth and women. The County has recruited 

two fisheries officers to support this initiative. Also, through support from County 

Government, 50,000 fingerlings were introduced into the above dams.  

 

1.12. Oil and Other Mineral Resources 

1.12.1. Mineral and Oil potential 

The county is endowed with a wide range of mineral resources that includes sand, stones, 

ballast and quarry building stones, precious stones (e.g ruby, sapphire and a number of 

garnets). There are also deposits of fluorspar, vermiculite, gypsum for cement production, 

manganese and possibility of oil too. However, most of these minerals are still unexploited 

due to inadequate knowledge on their status, economic viability and appropriate mining 

technologies. The county therefore needs to develop appropriate mineral prospecting and 

mining policy conducive to investments and Public Private Partnerships enhancement.  

We are faced with a challenge of estimating the value and value addition on potential of 

most of our environmental resources. This therefore calls for collection and collation of 

data and information on the status and distribution of various  environmental resources to 

assist in estimating their value. There is an urgent need for the county to undertake resource 

assessment and mapping of all its natural resources so as to understand their economic 

viability and sustainably exploit them for economic development.  

There are prospects in oil exploration opportunities. The county's proximity to eastern 

flank area of the oil fields of block 10BB in south Lokichar basin which transcend into Lake 
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Lokipi, Parkati and Tuum areas of Samburu County thus making it a high potential area for 

oil exploration.  

1.12.2. Ongoing mining and extraction activities (Quarry, sand harvesting, cement etc.) 

Sand harvesting is an economic activity in the lowlands of Samburu East and North. The 

sand is of high quality usually deposited in dry river valleys. There is however no structures 

in place to regulate sand harvesting at the moment. The county government had begun 

sensitization and training of communities and stakeholders on sustainable sand harvesting. 

There is need to develop institutional and legal frameworks to manage and sustainably 

utilize this valuable resource.  

 

There is also quarrying of building stones taking place in the county at Lolmolog, Soito-

elkokoyo and Nachola areas, although still at a smaller scale. This activity needs to be 

scaled-up through engaging private partners to realize its full potential. 

Mining of Manganese has also started at Nakwaomur area in Archerõs post and an 

estimated quantity of 750,000 tonnes have been mined but yet to find its way  out into 

the market for the county and residents to reap its benefits.  

1.13. Tourism and Wildlife 

1.13.1. Main tourist attractions and activities 

Samburu County has abundant and high diversity of wildlife. It is home to a number of 

wildlife species rarely found elsewhere which include Grevyõs zebra, reticulated giraffe, 

beisa Oryx, gerenuk and Somali ostrich. This is a critical resource for the county and has 

high potential for tourism development that will go a long way to providing sustainable 

livelihoo d options for the people. The county is highly diverse geographically with 

magnificent physical features and the kept secret of the Kenya north still unrevealed. The 

incredible cultural heritage of Samburu community is an important part of attraction. This 

is to say that the county has a high potential for tourism development that can generate 

the much needed revenue for its development and prosperity. Sporting activities such as 

Maralal International camel derby also form an important tourist attraction.  

 

1.13.2. Classified / Major Hotels  

There are twenty tourist class hotels in the county with a total bed capacity of seven 

hundred. Most of these hotels are located within reserves and other conservation areas. 

No.  Name of Hotel  Location Bed capacity 

1. Samburu game lodge SNR 120 

2. Samburu Sopa lodge SNR 140 

3. Samburu Intrepids  SNR 60 

4. Larsens camp SNR 34 
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5. Elephant bedroom camp SNR 20 

6. Elephant Watch camp SNR 20 

7. Lion King camp SNR 10 

8. Game Trackers  SNR 10 

9. Private Campsites SNR 60 

10. Public campsites SNR 60 

11. Special Campsites SNR 40 

12. Samburu Sentrim SNR 20 

13. Maralal Safari lodge Maralal 48 

14. Kitich Camp Mathews Ranges 10 

15. Desert Rose Mt.Nyiro  15 

16. Saruni eco-logdge Kalama Conservancy 14 

17. Sasaab eco-lodge Westgate Conservancy 12 

18. Sarara eco-lodge Namunyak Conservancy 12 

19. Nkoteiya Community tented camp  Nkoteiya conservancy 14 

20. Ngari Hill Tented camp Maralal 7 

21. Other hotels 15No.distributed across the 

county 

423 

 Source: Tourism department 2018 

 

1.13.3. Main wildlife 

The County is one of the counties with the largest number of wildlife outside protected 

area systems in Kenya. Some of the wild animals found in the County include; lions, 

cheetahs, leopards, giraffes, buffalos, waterbucks and various antelope species. The 

endangered species include Grevyõs zebra, wild dogõs African elephants and black rhino 

birds and different species of small wild game. Samburu County boasts of Samburu Special 

five species of wildlife which are endemic to Samburu and a few other areas north of the 

equator. These are: Reticulated giraffe, Beisa Oryx, Grevys Zebra, Gerenuk and Somali 

Ostrich. There are also rare and endangered species such as Debrazza monkeys in the 

Ndoto and Matthews forests. There also hundreds of bird species. 
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1.13.4. Wildlife conservation areas (game parks, reserves, conservancies, game ranches) 

Tourism in Samburu County is still mainly confined within the 165 Km² Samburu National 

Reserve, the only game reserve in the County. Maralal National Sanctuary is another 

important conservation area within the County. Sitting on five square kilometres, the 

sanctuary hosts the famous Maralal Safari lodge, which a popular overnight stop over for 

tourists is venturing north to Lake Turkana. In 2015 the County government, Northern 

Rangelands Trust, Kenya wildlife Service and other conservation partners have established 

a community managed rhino Sanctuary at Sera wildlife conservancy where about 20 black 

rhinos were translocated from several wildlife sanctuaries in Kenya. 

The County also boasts of a number of community wildlife conservancies as a way of 

promoting community led wildlife conservation and tourism development initiatives. 

Seven community wildlife conservancies are funded by community revenue from tourism, 

the County government and development partners, while six newly established 

conservancies are entirely funded by the county government. The county government in 

collaboration with Namunyak community wildlife conservancy has recently established the 

only animal orphanage in Northern Kenya, the Reteti Animal Orphanage. The Orphanage 

is now hosting ten elephant calves rescued from Samburu and neighbouring regions. The 

community conservancies are managed by committees of men and women elected by local 

communities. 

 

S/No. Category of Conservation area Number Area(km2) 

1. National reserve 1 165 

2. National sanctuary 1 5 

3. Community rhino Sanctuary 1 102 

4. Community conservancies 12  

5. Community Animal orphanage 1  
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Table 12 Location of already existing conservancies (NRT supported) 

S/No. CONSERVANCY NAME SUB-COUNTY  WARD/S 

1 Kalama Samburu east Waso 

2 Ltungai Samburu Central SugutaMarmar 

3 Meibae Samburu east Wamba West 

4 Namunyak(Kalepo,Nalowuon 

and Ngilai units) 

Samburu East Wamba North,  

Wamba East, 

Waso 

5 Nkoteiya Samburu Central Lodokojek 

 

6 

Sera Samburu East Waso 

7 Westgate Samburu East Wamba West 

 

 

 

 

 



Samburu County CIDP 2018-2022 

 

41 

 

Table 13: Location of Newly established conservancies (County Supported) 

S/No. CONSERVANCY NAME CONSTITUENCY WARD(S) 

1. Baragoi Samburu North Elbarta,Angata 

Nanyukie,Nachola) 

2. Nyiro  Samburu North Nyiro  

3. Ndoto  Samburu North Ndoto  

4. Ltungai-Malaso Samburu Central Suguta 

Marmar,Loosuk,Porro 

5. Kirisia-Nkoteiya  Samburu 

West/North  

Maralal,Baawa,Lodokejek 

 

Due to the huge investment and support on community based wildlife conservation by the 

County government, there are a number of benefits that have been realized. For instance, 

community conservancies have greatly improved the security of both people and wildlife 

in the previously insecurity-stricken areas of Samburu North and Samburu East as well as 

the western belt of Samburu west bordering Baringo County. Community wildlife 

conservancies have also created employment for more than 300 individuals across the 

county. Wildlife sightings have greatly improved since the inception of the community 

conservancies. Consequently, tourism in the community owned areas has also improved. 

Therefore, the Plan should focus on sustainability of the community conservancies. 

 

1.13.5. Total number of tourists (both domestic and foreign) visiting attraction sites 

annually 

The average number   of visitors to the reserve ranges from 10,000 to 15,000 depending 

on the external factors. It is important to note that tourism is highly affected by external 

factors such as terrorism, drought and insecurity. 

 SAMBURU NATION AL RESERVE VISITOR SURVEY FOR 2016 

MONTHS ADULT NON -

RESIDENT 

ADULT 

RESIDENT 

CHILD NON -

RESIDENT 

CHILD 

RESIDENT 

TOTAL 

JAN 267 324 11 10 612 

FEB 272 456 24 5 757 

MARCH 219 466 7 34 726 

APRIL 86 364 - 15 465 
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MAY 208 324 8 11 551 

JUNE 364 441 15 14 804 

JULY 961 625 156 9 1751 

AUGUST 1083 599 114 22 1818 

SEPTEMBER 714 328 4 4 1050 

OCTOBER 451 392 9 44 896 

NOVEMBER 264 230 2 4 500 

DECEMBER 215 592 21 18 846 

TOTAL 5,104 5,120 371 190 10,785 

 

Threats to Tourism 

-Poaching 

-banditry 

-Terrorism 

-livestock invasions into wildlife conservation areas 

 

1.14. Industry and Trade 

1.14.1. Markets 

The County has established livestock markets through the department of livestock at 

Maralal, Lekuru, Poro, Suguta, Loibor-Ngare, Tangar and Lolkuniyani where livestocks 

trading are undertaken. Markets stalls for green groceries with an average of 30 stalls in 

the following towns -Maralal, Suguta, loosuk, Wamba, Archers and Baragoi markets. But a 

number of them are dormant i. e suguta and loosuk which need to be revived. 

The department also anticipate to construct market sheds and toilets in Tangar, lolmolog, 

longewan and all other  trading centres in the county. 

1.14.2. Industrial parks (including Jua Kali sheds) 

The county spatial plan has set aside the development sites where the industrial parks can 

be established. Around kisima trading centre a parcel of land has been set aside for 

industrial parks.  The potential investors can channel their investments in these areas. 
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1.14.3. Major industries 

There is no established manufacturing industry but existence of potential opportunities is 

available. There is a honey refinery in Maralal run by Samburu beekeeperõs cooperative 

society. There are plans to establish a tannery at Nomotio farm and a modern abattoir. 

There are potentials for establishing mineral extraction industries. Five Jua kali associations 

exist in the county. There are a total of 286 artisans operating in different urban centres. 

 

1.14.4. Types and number of businesses 

There are small scale traders, medium scale trades and large scale traders (retail shops, 

wholesale, supermarkets, kiosks/canteens, mobile transporters, hawkers etc) operating in 

the county where the revenues are collected. There are a total of 1724 number of registered 

businesses in the county. For the last five years the county government has supported these 

SMEs by establishing Samburu county youth and women enterprise development fund and 

disburse a total Kshs 67 million to 404 youth and women groups. These groups were also 

offered business skills through capacity building and training. Other partners which assist 

SMEs in the county are BOMA-kenya, Kenya Women Enterpise Fund, Affirmative Action 

and Uwezo Fund from CDF office. There are also potentials from  Joints loan board 

scheme to support individual businesses BUT since inception of the county government 

this fund has been dormant as there were no funds allocated. 

 

DISBURSEMENT OF LOANS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014/2015 

S/NO NAME OF SUB-COUNTY NO. OF GROUPS AMOUNT DISBURSED 

1.  SAMBURU CENTRAL 117 20,050,000  

2.  SAMBURU EAST 64 11,500,000 

3.  SAMBURU NORTH 78 12,750,000 

TOTALS 259 43,300,000  

DISBURSEMENT OF LOANS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017 NEW APPLICATIONS 

S/NO NAME OF SUB-COUNTY NO. OF GROUPS AMOUNT 

DISBURSED 

1.  SAMBURU CENTRAL 66 6,600,000  

2.  SAMBURU EAST 20 2,000,000  
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3.  SAMBURU NORTH 18 1,800,000 

TOTALS 104 10,400,000 

 

DISBURSEMENT OF LOANS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016/2017 GRADUATED GROUPS TO 2
ND

 PHASE 

S/NO NAME OF SUB-COUNTY NO. OF GROUPS AMOUNT 

DISBURSED 

1.  SAMBURU CENTRAL 17 4,150,000 

2.  SAMBURU EAST 11 4,000,000  

3.  SAMBURU NORTH 13 4,200,000  

TOTALS 41 12,350,000 

LOAN REPAYMENT STATUS 

S/No Sub-County Loan Amount 

Issued 

Loan Amount 

Paid 

Loan Amount In 

Arrears(Not Paid) 

Portofolio At 

Risk(Par) 

% 

1. Samburu 

Central 

30,800,000  13,814360 16,985,640 55%  

2. Samburu East 17,500,000 8,350,000  9,150,000 52%  

3. Samburu 

North  

18,750,000 10,500,000 8,250,000  44%  

4. Totals  

67,050,000  32,664,360  

34,385,640 
51% 

 

1.14.5. Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) 

There exist MSMEs such as Retail shops, cooperatives societies, agri-business, wholesalers, 

agro -vets, medical clinics, private academies, restaurants, butcheries, guest houses with 

restaurants and supermarkets. Tabulated below is the List of MSME County wide. 

S/NO NAME OF  THE SME NUMBER 

1.  Cooperative societies  26 

2.  Retail shops 2,000 

3.  Agri-business 250 

4.  Wholesalers 5 

5.  Agro-vets 10 

6.  Medical clinics 18 

7.  Private academies 41 
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8.  Restaurants 12 

9.  Butcheries 124 

10.  Guest houses with restaurants 8 

11.  Supermarkets 2 

12.  Hawkers 50 

 

1.16. Forestry, Agro Forestry and Value addition 

1.16.1. Main Forest types and size of forests (Gazetted and Un-gazetted forests) 

The forests in Samburu County comprise both gazetted (which accounts for 15% of the 

total county land mass) and ungazetted forests. The state forests were gazetted between 

1936 and 1956. There are four gazetted forests in the County covering a total area of 

328,804 Ha. These forests are: Leroghi forest (91,944 Ha), Mathews Ranges forest reserve 

(93,765 Ha), Ndoto Ranges forest reserve (97,164 Ha) and Mt. Nyiro forest reserve (45, 

931 Ha). 

The Leroghi forest is locally referred to as Kirisia forest and is managed under Maralal forest 

station while Mat hews Ranges is under Wamba forest station. South Horr forest station in 

Mt Nyiro forest also manages Ndotos Range forest reserve. The Management has 

approved establishment of a new Forest Station at Ngurunit to manage Ndoto ranges 

forest. 

These gazetted forests consist of tree species such as wild olive (Olea Africana), Elgon teak 

(Olea capensi), Podo (Podocarpus falcatus), Cedar (Juniperus procera), Croton 

megalocarpus, Teclea nobilis and African mountain bamboo. The transition Zone and open 

disturbed and rocky areas are dominated by variable mixtures of Euclea divinorum, Carissa 

edulis, Rhus natalensis and Croton dichogamus.  

There are also ungazetted forests of significant sizes in individual lands as well as Group 

Ranches. The acreage of these forests are not known but estimated to be covering about 

15,000 Ha. The Group Ranches with forested areas include Lpartuk, Seketet, Tinga and 

Malaso and are all situated in Samburu Central Sub-County West of Maralal town. The 

low -lying areas of Samburu North and East are covered by dryland forest species that 

include mainly Acacia and Commiphora Species. These forests are an important habitat for 

several wildlife species such as elephants, buffaloes, bushbucks, baboons, monkeys, lions, 

hyenas, leopards and wild dog as well as several bird species. The forests also serve as 

important wildlife corridors and dispersal areas for wildlife habitats in the Community 

Wildlife Conservancies, Samburu Game Reserve and the Laikipia ecosystem in the South. 

The total tree cover currently stands at 12.5%, which is a bit higher compared to the 

countryõs total tree cover which is at 6.9%. However, there is need to map out and gazette 
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all non-gazetted forests in the county as either county forests or community forests; 

establishment and strengthening of NRM institutions; and increasing forst cover through 

rehabilitation and afforestation programs. 

 

These forests blocks are decreasing in size due to human encroachment and livestock 

overgrazing (forage for livestock), forest fires, poaching of high value tree species such as 

cedar and sandalwood. 

   

1.16.2. Main Forest products 

The main forest products include timber and firewood derived from both gazetted and 

un-gazetted forests. There are other examples of non-wood forest products which a re 

important sources of food, medicines and income for rural communities, and they include: 

gums and resins, honey, essential oils, frankincense, myrrh, fibres, medicinal and aromatic 

plants, dyes and tannin materials and fruit trees. 

Harvesting of Gum Arabica (from Acacia Senegal), myrrh (from Commiphora Myrrha ) and 

Frankincense (from Boswelia) occurs in Sere Olipi and along Ewaso Nyiro areas in Samburu 

East and Elbarta plains and Loolenyok areas of Samburu North. However, there is no 

working marketing net work of producers.  

Forests are also important as water catchment areas and carbon sinks and there is therefore 

need for the county residents to be properly sensitized and their capacity strengthened to 

manage these resources for current and future generations to benefit.  

 

1.16.3. Agro-forestry 

Agro-forestry is promoted within the county for:  

a) Income Generating Activities including farm forests Through the Ministry of Agriculture 

the inhabitants in the highland areas of the County which include Kirisia, Tuum and 

lower part of Wamba, agro forest activities have been initiated in order to reduce soil 

erosion and enhance its fertility. 

b) Protection of water catchment areas.  

Forests, hills, springs, wetlands and water dams/pans should be protected and managed 

in collaboration with communities through formation of natural resource management 

institutions such as Community Forest Associations (CFAõs), Water Resource User 

Asociations, and Water Users Associations. The department has initiated community 

sensitization and mobilization, on the protection of these water catchment areas. Hence 
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most of the major water catchment areas have been protected except the areas 

surrounding Maralal town, Baragoi and Archer ôs post where there is illegal charcoal 

burning that is threatening the water catchment areas around these towns.  

 

 

 

 

c) Prevention of Soil erosion:  

Soil erosion threatens the livelihood of crop farmers and livestock producers in most 

parts of the county. Overstocking in the dry areas has lead to severe soil erosion and 

degradation. Soil erosion control structures have been constructed at Naimaral, South 

Horr, Lodungokwe, Kisima, Nachola, Arsim, Lporos, Wamba, Loikas, Opiroi and 

Ngilai. Community awareness on the effects of soil erosion and its prevention must be 

initiated by all the stakeholders in the county to address rangelands degradation issues. 

d) Provision of Wood Fuel and Generation of Energy for Industries. Cutting down of 

vegetation to meet the increased demand for wood fuel from the local communities 

and the surrounding urban centres is a big threat to natural vegetation in the county. 

Afforestation and reforestation activities should therefore be intensified in areas where 

charcoal is produced to make charcoal production sustainable. This is possible if species 

for charcoal production are promoted as crops for commercial undertakings. Charcoal 

production can be scaled up as an economic venture by adopting efficient and 

coordinated exploitation processes such as use of modern Kiln technology wich gives a 

higher percentage output. 

e) Improvement of Soil fertility by Growing Fertilizer Trees.  The growing of fertilizers 

trees in arid areas of Suguta marmar and Baragoi would improve the fertility of soil in 

the county. Fertilizer trees commonly found in the County are sesbania, calliadrian 

species, luecena which are exotic and acacia trees which are indigenous.  

f)  Growing of fruit trees for improved nutrition both for Domestic use and surplus for 

markets. Lorroki division in Samburu west constituency has potential for growing of 

mangoes, and avocado under irrigation from the various water pans that have been 

dug in the county. Its close proximity and accessibility to Maralal town will ensure that 

there is a ready market for the fruit produce. 

g) Provision of Carbon Sinks Through the consultative forums the communities need to 

be trained on the economic value of the carbon trading in the County. This would 

involve encouraging the communities to plant trees and incentives provided for 

maintaining forests.  
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h) Beautification activities in Towns, highways, schools, homes and other public places. 

The department of Environment is undertaking school greening programme which aims 

at increasing the forest cover in schools with the slogan Adopt a tree. Activities which 

can further beautification of towns, highways, etc. includes; tree planting along the 

boundaries of road reserves, schools, and public places which are important for 

aesthetic and shade effects for the people. Also, a belt of amenity trees planted at the 

interface of roads and private lands improves the scenery on both sides of the road 

besides marking the boundaries between the road reserves and private lands. 

Establishment of an amenity belt of appropriate tree species on both sides of the road 

reserves in the county and planting trees in towns and public places with appropriate 

planting configurations makes beautiful sceneries. Finally, establishment of mini forests 

and arboretums which is a compulsory requirement in all towns by law for all the 

county governments and municipal council beautifies the environment.  

i) Animal Feeds Production Ventures.  

Livestock sub sector contributes significantly to the economy of Samburu County. The value 

of livestock resources in the county is estimated to be Kshs. 7.4 Billion annually. The growth 

can be spurred by increased productivity, improved processing capacity and enhanced 

efficiency in marketing system while ensuring sustainability of the environment and land 

resources.  

j) Growing and processing for medicinal purposes/ Value plants and Products  

Most parts of the county are occupied by the traditional trees which are rich in medicinal 

herbs. Proper utilization of these trees would be of great help to the communities 'health. 

These trees include aloe vera which is commonly found in Samburu east Sub County, 

Sandalwood found in Baragoi and Wamba areas. The value of these trees has not been fully 

exploited hence presents an area of investment opportunity. 

 

1.16.4. Value chain development of forestry products 

There are examples of non-wood fore st products which are important sources of local 

medicine, food and income for rural communities, and they include: Gums and resins, 

honey, essential oils, frankincense, medicinal and aromatic plants, dyes and tanning 

materials and fruit trees need to be captured under this section. The department needs to 

stipulate actions/strategies that need to be undertaken in promoting production and 

sustainable utilization of non-timber forest products in the county; these products are 

important for provision of livel ihood support to local communities and also enhancing 

economic growth of this county.  
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1.17. Financial services 

1.17.1. Number of banks, Micro finance institutions, mobile money agents and SACCOs 

with FOSAs 

There are three Banks that offer financial Services: Kenya Commercial bank (KCB), Equity 

bank and Post Bank.  Micro Finance Institutions are: Faulu Kenya, Kenya Women Finance 

Trust, Mobile Money agents and Savings and Credit Cooperative Societies (SACCOS with 

FOSAs).  

Saccos with FOSAs Include: Dumisha Sacco and Supa Sacco with branches in Maralal, 

Baragoi, Wamba and Archers post.  Tower sacco though managed from Nyandarua county 

has a branch in Maralal and Transnational sacco from Tharaka Nithi has a branch in 

wamba. The total account holders in these FOSAS are 13,224 with total deposits of 618 

million. Loans disbursed monthly average of 60 million and an outstanding loan portifolio 

of 965 million.  

 

1.18. Environment and Climate Change 

1.18.1. Major degraded areas / hotspots and major contributions to environmental 

degradation. The main forms of environmental degradation in the county are soil erosion, 

loss of forest cover, invasive tree species, and poor disposal of solid and liquid waste. Land 

degradation is caused by runoffs experienced during heavy rainfall and also by wind 

erosion that is common in the drier parts of the county. The problem is influenced by 

exposure of the surface soils resulting from overgrazing and poor agriculture practises. 

There is massive destruction of forests due to charcoal production and illegal logging. 

Charcoal burning has been noted as the most severe cause of environmental degradation   

around major towns of Maralal, Wamba, Archers and Baragoi, and has completely 

destroyed indigenous trees particularly acacia and Olea Africana; which usually take long 

to mature. Invasive species such as Prosopis juliflora, Opuntia exaltata and acacia reficiens 

are a major threat to pasture and the local environment. These plants were initially 

introduced to combat soil erosion and reverse land degradation in general in the upper 

parts of Kirisia. However, they have impacted negatively on the environment as it 

suppresses grass and other undergrowth hence endangering availability of fodder for 

livestock. Poor disposal of solid waste especially polythene bags has been a major menace 

in our towns and markets. This is attributed to lack of designated dumping sites and 

cleaners in the towns. This has caused death of livestock after consuming the indigestible 

bags. The lift on the plastic ban by NEMA will be of great benefit to pastoralists within the 

county.  
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1.18.2. Environmental threats  

The County has not been spared impacts of climate change and environmental 

degradation. The County has witnessed repeated droughts, occasional floods and reduced 

vegetation cover and diminishing surface water volumes overtime. These have greatly 

affected crop farming and livestock rearing leading to the current poverty situation in the 

County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change and its effects in the County 

Climate change being an emerging issue has immensely affected the environment and 

peopleõs livelihood in the county. Effects brought about by climate change include 

unreliable, erratic and inadequate rainfall; recurring and more prolonged droughts; high 

and increasing temperatures; and declining of water levels in boreholes, wells and springs. 

These effects have contributed to outbreak of livestock diseases and death thus leading to 

increased poverty levels in the county. Climatic variability further reduces the capacity of 

land to support human livelihoods thus accelerating environmental degradation as 

evidenced by increased reduction in vegetation cover and pasture, soil erosion, and 

increased resource-based conflicts.  

Climate Change Adaptation Strategies and Mitigation Measures: There are several 

measures employed by the county towards addressing climate change effects which needs 

to be scaled up. These measures are: promotion of reforestation and afforestation through 

establishment of tree nurseries; promotion of drought resistant seed varieties for food and 

fodder crops; promotion of drought resistant livestock species such as camels; promotion 

of pasture production and conservation; education and awareness creation; environmental 

conservation; water catchment areas protection; and promotion of renewable energy and 

energy saving devices. There is therefore need for the county to formulate policies geared 

towards climate change adaptation and mitigation       

1.18.5. Solid waste management facilities 
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The county has no proper solid waste management facilities. There however exist dumping 

sites that are not properly constructed to meet the standards of modern waste management 

facilities. The department of Environment had made efforts to fence dumpsites at Wamba 

and Archers. Maralal town has no proper dumping site; however, a temporary site was 

fenced at Yamo area to serve the purpose. There was a challenge in land acquisition for 

the same. The other towns and livestock markets within the county have not been planned 

hence ideal sites not demarcated. The department has also procured two garbage collection 

trucks to aid in transportation of garbage to designated sites for proper solid waste 

disposals. 

There is need to develop waste management strategy and designate a proper waste 

management site for Maralal and develop lands fills and/or recycling plant. 

Going foward, there is need to ensure all upcoming towns and centres have designated 

waste management sites during town planning processes. 

 

 

 

1.19. Water and Sanitation 

1.19.1. Water resources 

The county has two permanent rivers. There are 35 protected springs and 104 boreholes. 

Households with piped water are 17,133 while 5,500 households have access to potable 

water. There are 112 water pans and 213 surface dams. The county has 141 shallow wells, 

37 unprotected springs and 9800 houses with roof catchment. In the entire county, only 

13.5% of the population has piped water. To ensure water quality at household level, the 

county department of health provides water treatment chemicals (Aqua tabs) and there is 

ongoing health education on water quality and safety. 

Samburu is generally a water scarce County. The main sources of water for domestic and 

Livestock uses are; Boreholes (137), Water conservation structures (83 water Pans, 29 

Dams, Rock Catchments, Roof catchments), Shallow wells, and 21 springs of which 5 have 

been improved and protected. The department continues to increase water sources 

through drilling and equipping of boreholes, construction of dams/pans, rock catchments, 

subsurface dams, and Pipeline extensions on developed sources.  

Water quality in the county is generally poor with most surface water and shallow wells 

not protected hence contamination may occur. Human habitation is common along 

Catchment areas, lack of proper sanitation and sewerage services in the major urban 
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centres are the main causes of water contamination. The county has inadequate data for 

both domestic and agricultural use. 

 

1.19.2. Water supply schemes 

Water in major urban centres in the County is supplied and managed by the Samburu 

Water and Sanitation Company (SAWASCO) in collaboration with the county water 

directorate. The major urban Water Supply Schemes are; Maralal, Suguta Marmar, Kisima, 

Baragoi, Wamba and Archers Post. The number of households connected with piped water 

has increased from 2,451 to 3,069 since the year 2013. In order to supply water to its 

target population in urban centres, SAWASCO relies on the following water sources: One 

Earth Dam, Three Springs, and 6 Boreholes, which serves and estimated population of 

75,214 people. 

 

 

 

The table below shows water sources used by SAWASCO to Supply its coverage area 

include;  

S.NO. CENTRE DEMAND (M
3 
/D CURRENT 

SUPPLY(M
3
/D 

DEFICIT 

(M
3
/D 

CONNECTIONS 

1. MARALAL 4,500 1000 3,500 1200 

2. WAMBA 2,500 700 1,800 500 

3. ARCHERS 

POST 

3,000 700 2,300 700 

4. BARAGOI 1,500 200 1,300 155 

5. SUGUTA 

MARMAR 

500 100 400 110 

6. KISIMA 500 100 400 500 

TOTALS 12,500 2,800 9,700 2,765 

Source ð SAWASCO,2018 

1.19.3. Water sources and access (distance to the nearest water points by sub-county) 

INFORMATION CATEGORY STATISTICS 

Households with access to piped water 2,765 

%age population with access to safe water 39.48%  
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No. of permanent to semi -permanent rivers 2 

No. of shallow wells  141 

No. of protected springs 35 

No. of unprotected springs 37 

No. of water pans  215 

No. of earth dams 5 

No. of boreholes 186 

Households with roof catchment systems 9,800 

Mean distance to nearest permanent water point ( 5 Km 

Distribution of Households by Main Source of Water (% ) 

¶ Piped into dwelling  

¶ Piped  

¶ Rain harvested 

County 

 

0.9 

5.9 

0.3 
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Water dept 2018 

1.19.4. Water management (Institutions, measures for sustainable use etc.) 

Major rehabilitation and augmentation was carried out in all the water supplies now under 

SAWASCO and are currently operational with minimum setbacks. Rural water supplies 

across the County are managed by respective water management committees. 

Water resource management at the national level is the responsibility of Water Resource 

Management Authority (WRMA) as stipulated in the reviewed Water Act of 2002. The 

Act also established a local community institution, Water Resource User Associations, which 

will work with WRMA to manage water resources at the grass-root level. The county in 

partnership with WRMA has established Eight (8) WRUAõs to support management of 

water resources. Going forward, there is need to strengthen the capacity of this local 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































